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I. INTRODUCTION

In this report, we develop a framework for evaluating different protocols (routing and schedul-
ing) from an induced network (i.e. physical network in combination with protocol) capacity
point of view. For MEMBRANE, such a framework is valuable in system design as it provides
guidelines in distinguishing between different protocols in a concrete way. The effect of system
parameters such as the number of relaying stages (hops) can be readily evaluated, decreasing
the system design and testing time significantly.

In the next section, we provide an overview of the classical and the fading relay channels
and their information theoretic treatment. In sections III to V, we analyze the different protocols
for the single relay, fading channel case for non-regenerative (i.e. amplify-and-forward) and for
regenerative (i.e. decode-and-forward) strategies. In section VI, we analyze multi-hop protocols
for non-regenerative strategies. In the remainder of the report, we provide an asymptotic analysis
for an interference relay network, where the effect of interference from other nodes, is also taken
into account.

II. REVIEW OF FADING RELAY CHANNELS

We provide a brief literature review of the classical relay channel followed by a literature
review of the fading relay channel.

A. Classical Relay Channel

Relay Terminal

. Destination Terminal
Source Terminal

Fig. 1. Classical relay channel

The relay channel was introduced by van der Meulen [1] and recently attracted much interest
from the research community due to the ready-applicability to wireless networks. The relay
channel is depicted in 1, terminal S wishes to communicate with terminal D with the assistance
of terminal R. The capacity of the relay channel is unknown except for special cases. Cover
and El Gamal derived an upper-bound on relay channel capacity which can be interpreted as an
application of maximum-flow minimum-cut theorem [2]:

C < sup min{I(X,X;Y), [(X;Y,Y1|X1)} M

p($,.1’1)



Same authors also showed that the capacity of the physically degraded relay channel is given
by:
C = sup min{I(X,X;Y), I(X;Y1]X1)} )
p(x»xl)
B. Example: Gaussian Relay Channel

The Gaussian relay channel is one of the few cases where channel capacity is known precisely.
The Gaussian relay channel is an example of a physically degraded relay channel where terminal
D has a degraded version of the signal observed at terminal R:

Y1 =X+7;
Y=X+21+X1+ 2>
Zi ~ CN(0, N;)

Cover and El Gamal derived the capacity of this channel [2]:

C = max min{log <1+ Pt 2y (1Q)PP1> ,log (1—1—0;\?3)} 3)

0<a<l1 N1+ Ny 1

where P and P; are power available at source and relay terminals respectively. The level of
cooperation between source and relay terminal is controlled by variable «, such that « fraction
of source power is used to convey new information to destination (and the relay) and (1 — «)
fraction is used for resolving the ambiguity at the destination terminal.

Channels of interest are unfortunately not as easy to characterize as the Gaussian relay
channel, and the exact capacity can seldom be calculated. For other classical results on the relay
channel, please see references [1], [2]. Recent work on the relay channel focuses on wireless
medium, and channel fading enters the picture. As opposed to characterizing the exact capacity
of such channels, researchers have focused on ways of achieving distributed diversity, relaying
methodologies and relay scheduling.

C. Fading Relay Channel

The wireless transmission medium is subject to random fluctuations of signal level in space,
time and frequency caused by multipath nature of propagation and co-channel interference.
Diversity is a way of combatting channel fading and improving link reliability. The classical
way of achieving diversity is by supplying the receiver with multiple (ideally) independently
fading replicas of the data signal in time, frequency or space. Appropriate combining at the
receiver realizes diversity gain, thereby improving link reliability. Due to scarcity of resources
such as bandwidth and time, it is often desirable to achieve diversity through spatial techniques
(i.e. using additional antenna) in a communication system. Spatial diversity techniques have been
extensively studied in the context of multiple-antenna systems [3]-[6].

Achieving diversity in a distributed fashion has been the focus of many works that enabled
the interest in the subject to soar [7]-[10]. Cooperative diversity is achieved when nodes in



network cooperate to form a virtual antenna array realizing spatial diversity in a distributed
fashion. Protocols for cooperation for channels with a single relay terminal have been analyzed
in [11]-[14]. It has been shown that for channels with multiple relays, cooperative diversity
with appropriately designed codes can achieve full spatial diversity gain [15]. Half-duplex relay
channels were also studied in detail [16] [17]. In [16], a new protocol has been identified for the
half-duplex single relay channel, which by maximizing the degree of collision and broadcast '
achieves the diversity-multiplexing trade-off for amplify-and-forward based strategies. Diversity-
Multiplexing tradeoffs have been derived for a variety of half-duplex relay channels in [17], and
a new decode-and-forward based protocol that achieves the diversity-multiplexing trade-off (for
certain multiplexing gains) for the single relay channel has been identified. For channels with
multiple relays, Yang ef. al. has shown that diversity-multiplexing curve achievable by a class
of slotted amplify-and-forward protocols dominate diversity-multiplexing curves achievable by
all other known AF-protocols [18]. Finally, we note that an array of works exists that study and
analyze ways to achieve distributed beamforming in wireless networks [19]-[21] and that many
cooperative diversity schemes can be cast into the framework of network coding [22]-[24].

ITI. THE SINGLE RELAY CASE

One of the key contributions of the work in [16] is the introduction of the induced channel
model, which allows us to view the relay channel as a MIMO channel. This method allows us
to analyze different relaying protocols using the tools developed for MIMO systems (e.g. DM
trade-offs, code design criteria).

A. Problem setup

All terminals are equipped with single antenna transmitters and receivers. We impose half-
duplex constraint on the relay terminals, hence terminals cannot receive and send information at
the same time. The relay terminal either amplifies-and-forwards (AF) or decodes-and-forwards
(DF) the received signal. The AF mode is non-regenerative in the sense that the relay terminal re-
transmits the signal received from the source terminal after appropriate scaling (without reducing
added noise). The DF mode is regenerative in the sense that the relay terminal demodulates and
decodes prior to retransmission. AF mode relays require less complicated hardware compared
to DF mode relays.

Regardless of the operation performed by the relay, we can schedule relay and source trans-
missions in a variety of ways. We define each such way as a protocol. Three protocols that were
compared in [16] were:

Protocol I: The source terminal communicates with the relay and destination terminals
during the first time slot. In the second time slot both the relay and source terminals
communicate with the destination terminal. This protocol realizes maximum degrees
of broadcasting and receive collision.

'The degree of broadcasting is determined by the number of nodes listening to a broadcasted message.
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Fig. 2. Depiction of protocols

Protocol II: In this protocol the source terminal communicates with the relay and
destination terminals over the first time slot. In the second time slot, only the relay
terminal communicates with the destination terminal. This protocol realizes a maximum
degree of broadcasting and exhibits no receive collision.

Protocol I11: The third protocol is identical to Protocol I apart from the fact that the
destination terminal chooses not to receive the direct? S—D signal during the first
time slot for reasons that will be motivated later in this section. This protocol does
not implement broadcasting but realizes receive collision.

Figure 2 summarizes the protocols.

B. Channel and Signal Models

Throughout this paper, we assume frequency-flat fading, no channel knowledge in the trans-
mitters, perfect channel state information in the receivers and perfect synchronization.

Input-output relation for Protocol I in the AF mode. x; and x2 denote the symbols
transmitted in the first and second time slots, respectively. We assume that the symbols are
zero-mean with unit-variance. The signal received at the destination terminal in the first time
slot is given by

yp,1 =\ Esphspxi+npj, 4)
The signal received at the relay terminal during the first time slot is given by
Yyr1 =V Esrhsr21+ nra, (%)

where E'xy is the average signal energy received at the destination terminal over one symbol
period through the X—Y link, hxy is the random, complex-valued, unit-power channel gain
between terminals X and Y and ny; ~ CN (0, N,) is additive white noise.

2A—B signifies the link between terminals A and B.



The relay terminal normalizes the received signal by a factor of \/E{|yr,1|?} (so that the
average energy is unity) and retransmits the signal during the second time slot. The destination
terminal receives a superposition of the relay transmission and the source transmission during
the second time slot according to

EsrERrD

Yyp2 =V Esphspras+/ =—— hsrhrp 1 +n, (6)
Esr + N,

where the effective noise term 72| hgp ~ CA(0, N)) with N = N, (1 + (Erplhrpl|?®)/(Esr + No)).
Finally, we assume that the receiver normalizes yp » by a factor® w = (1+(Egplhrp|?)/(Esr+
NO))I/ 2. This normalization does not alter the signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) but simplifies the
ensuing presentation. The effective input-output relation for Protocol I in the AF mode can now
be summarized as*

y: = Hx+n, (N

]T is the received signal vector, H is the effective 2 x 2 channel matrix

VEsp hsp 0 ®
L/ BenBre hophpp Y22 hgp |
x = [z1 a:Q}T is the transmitted signal vector, and n (when conditioned on the channel H) is
circularly symmetric complex Gaussian noise with £{n|H} = 0 and £{nn’|H} = N,I,. We
shall make use of the fact that n conditioned on H is Gaussian when calculating the mutual
information for the AF-based protocols in Section III.
Input-output relation for Protocol I in the DF mode. In the DF mode, still assuming
Protocol I, the signal received at the destination terminal during the first time slot is identical to
that for the AF mode and is hence given by (4). The signal received at the relay terminal is given

by (5). Unlike the AF mode, the relay terminal now demodulates and decodes the signal received
during the first time slot. Assuming that the signal is decoded correctly and retransmitted, we

obtain
yp,2 =\ Esp hspxo+ / Erp hrpx1 +npp.

The effective input-output relation in the DF mode for Protocol I can be summarized as

where y; = [yp,1 yp2/w
given by

H=

y: = Hx+n, ©)

where y; = [yp1 v D72]T is the received signal vector, H is the effective 2 x 2 channel matrix
given by
H— VEsp hsp 0 (10)

| VErD hep VEsp hsp

3Recall that we assumed perfect channel state information in the receiver.
“The subscript 1 in y, reflects the fact that we are dealing with Protocol I.



x = [11 a:Q]T is the transmitted signal vector, and n is additive white Gaussian noise with
E{n} = 0 and E{nnf'} = N,I5. From (10) it is clear that knowledge of hgg is not required at
the destination terminal in the DF mode.

Input-output relation for Protocols II and III. The corresponding input-output relations for
Protocols II and III in the AF and DF modes may be derived from (7) and (9), respectively. For

Protocol II, the received signal for either forwarding mode can be written as
y2 =hz; +n, (11)

where h denotes the first column of H (chosen appropriately from (8) or (10) depending on
the transmission mode) and n (conditioned on h in the AF mode) is the 2 x 1 additive white
complex Gaussian noise vector with £{n|h} = 0 and £{nn/|h} = N,I,. Similarly, the signal
received at the destination terminal under Protocol III (the received signal is scalar in this case)
satisfies

ys =g x+n, (12)

where g’ is the second row of H (chosen appropriately from (8) or (10) depending on the
transmission mode) and n (conditioned on g in the AF mode) is scalar CN(0, N,) additive
white noise.

Note that the different protocols convert the spatially distributed antenna system into effective
SIMO (with Protocol II), MISO (with Protocol III), and MIMO (with Protocol I) channels
allowing the fundamental gains of multiple-antenna systems such as diversity gain, array gain
and interference canceling gain to be exploited in a distributed fashion. We emphasize that
multiplexing gain (i.e., a linear increase in achievable rate with the number of antennas in MIMO
channels [25]-[28]) is conspicuously absent, since time is expended to create a virtual MIMO
channel thereby negating any multiplexing gain. Further, note that the general structure and
statistics of the effective channels created by the different protocols is different from the classical
1.i.d. circularly symmetric complex Gaussian behavior widely used in the MIMO literature [4],
[26], [27].

IV. INFORMATION-THEORETIC PERFORMANCE OF PROTOCOLS IN THE AF MODE

In this section, we analyze the information-theoretic performance of the three different AF-
based protocols introduced in Section II.

A. Mutual Information of AF-Based Protocols

In the following, we employ an ergodic block-fading channel model (with independent blocks)
and assume an i.i.d. Gaussian codebook with covariance matrix Ryx = & {xxH } = Iy. Moreover,
we assume that the destination terminal has perfect knowledge of hsp, hgr and hgp. The mutual
information for Protocols I-III is obtained from (7), (11) and (12) as’

1 1
= 5 1ogy det (12 + NAJHAJ) bps/Hz, j=1,2,3, (13)
o

SRecall that the noise is conditionally (on the channel) Gaussian.



where A; = H, Ap = h, Ay = g and the factor 1/2 accounts for the fact that information
is conveyed to the destination terminal over two time slots. If coding is performed over an
infinite number of independent channel realizations, the capacity of each of the three protocols,
CJAF (j = 1,2,3), is given by the ergodic capacity CjAF = E{I]AF } with the expectation
carried out with respect to the random channel. We emphasize that CJAF is the capacity of the
single-relay fading channel in conjunction with Protocol j. If coding is performed only within
one block the Shannon capacity is zero. In this case we resort to the p% outage capacity [29],

[301, C{F,,, (j=1,2,3), defined as

P11 < Cilyou) = p%, (14)

J’p7OUt
or equivalently, the rate Cfg out 1S guaranteed to be supported for (100 — p)% of the channel
realizations. In the following, we compare the different protocols in the AF mode both from a

capacity (ergodic and outage) and a diversity point-of-view.

B. Comparison from a Capacity Point-of-View

It is been shown in [16] that :
I Y

Since Protocol I offers maximum degree of broadcasting and receive collision, it does not
suffer a loss in spectral efficiency. The source terminal is transmitting all the time in Protocol I,
compared to other protocols and this explains the inferiority of other protocols which suffer
from a factor of 1/2 reduction in multiplexing gain (due to the source terminal being silent in
the one time slot).

Finally, the fact that Protocol II is superior to Protocol III can be attributed to the fact that
Protocol II corresponds to a SIMO system realizing array gain whereas Protocol III corresponds
to a MISO system devoid of array gain (recall that we assumed perfect channel knowledge in the
receivers and no channel knowledge in the transmitters). Maximizing the degree of broadcasting
and receive collision (as is done in Protocol I) will in general result in a higher number of
degrees-of-freedom (and hence higher achievable rates in the degrees-of-freedom limited case)
reflected by the creation of an effective MIMO channel.

C. Diversity Performance

Comparing Protocols I-III in terms of diversity gain (as defined in [31]) we see that all
protocols provide a second order gain, however the outage probabilities are ordered in the
following fashion:

P(IiAF < Cl,p,out) < P(Iﬁqp < C2,p,out) < P(I§4F < C3,p,out)



V. INFORMATION-THEORETIC PERFORMANCE OF PROTOCOLS IN THE DF MODE
A. Comparison from a Capacity Point-of-View

It has been shown in [16] that the mutual information for the three protocols satisfies
P > PP > [bF, (15)

under certain conditions on the distribution of power on transmit terminals. Consequently,
the relation between the ergodic and outage capacities follows the same ordering. Again, the
superiority of Protocol I can be attributed to the fact that it realizes multiplexing gain in the
classical sense and hence recovers from some of the loss due to the use of two time slots for

transmission °.

B. Comparison from a Diversity Point-of-View

Azarian et. al. has shown that Protocol I only offers first order diversity gain in DF mode
[17]. This can be attributed to the fact that the relay terminal is forced to decode the source
message after the first time slot. This is error prone as an error made by the relay terminal
will be transmitted. Relaxing this constraint results in what is called the dynamic decode-and-
forward (DDF) protocol, which lets the relay terminal defer its transmission until it has decoded
correctly [17]. Naturally, Protocols II and III also offer unit diversity gain. This again is due to
constraining the relay terminal to make a premature decision.

VI. EXTENSIONS TO MULTI-HOP MULTI-ANTENNA COMMUNICATION SCENARIOS
A. Multi-hop Extensions

The induced channel model can be extended to include scenarios where there are many relays
in the communication environment. One-way to capture the multi-hop behavior is to use the
slotted amplify-forward model, in which each relay repeats the source transmission in a time
slot assigned to itself. We assume that communication takes place in the same frequency band,
and relays receive transmission from other relays as well. The induced channel model for this
modification is straightforward to derive from equation (8), and a two-relay example is provided
in equation (16)

/Esahsa 0 0
Eyr, Br, Es
Hup — o\ e s, i a \/Ehsd 0 (16)

1 Esrl ErlrzErzd h h h 1 EsrzErzd h h V Fsa h
Wa GG srillrirylirod Wa Ca sryllr,d Wa sd

®Note that again allowing a flexible allocation of transmit power across the two time slots can lead to an ordering
which is different from (15)
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where (i = (Esr, + N,) and, for j > 2, (; = (Esrj +Ep, i, + NO) and where w; is defined

as:
1/2

7 7j—1
B . Ry, v
w; = 1+ E Erid’hridP H erriykJrg rlikr%kﬂrl’
=1 k=1 ik

For a K relay system, the effective channel matrix Har will be K 4+ 1 dimensional. We
also would like point out that extension to multi-antenna terminals is relatively easy, with the
lower-triangular matrix shown in equation (16) replaced by a block-lower triangular structure.
Assuming Gaussian codebooks as before, the mutual information between source and destination
is given by:

Inp = %log det(T + ]\170HHT) (17)

B. High SNR Approximation

Under a high SNR assumption on all links, mutual information can be approximated:

1 - 1
Isp ~ 74 log det(HH) + 7 log det(QQ1) — log N, (18)
(19)
where H = QH and Q = diag(1, wil, e ,i) Since ©, H and H are all triangular, we can
explicitly write out the determinants for (18):
1 k1. S
~ 2
Iar ~ 2 log (Esalhsal®) ™ + 7 log H1 7 log N, (20)
‘]:
21)
Then by some straightforward manipulation we have:
K-1
Tar ~ log Esg + € {log hea’} — = 3" € {logw?} — log N 22
AF ~ log Egq + € {log sd‘}_EZ {logw?} —log N, (22)
j=1

This approximation shows that under high SNR assumption multi-hopping in conjunction
with amplify and forward protocol is inferior to direct transmission without relay assistance.

The penalty terms % Z]K:T £ {log w?} are due to the amplified noise at relays, and as more
noise gets ‘repeated’ by more relays the performance degrades faster.
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C. Example: Application to a Multi-hop Scenario

In this section, we describe a scenario where the induced channel model can be used practically
to distinguish between different communication protocols. We assume that a node (source) is
to communicate with another node (sink) over the area pictured in figure 3, with the assistance
of other nodes (relay nodes) which are scattered over the area. The source node does not know
the locations of the other nodes in the network, and hence cannot decide whether the relay
nodes should be allowed to participate in the communication. The average signal to noise ratio
observed at any node is a function of pathloss and shadowing as stated before. In this example,
we ignore the effects of shadowing and use a pathloss model where the received signal strength
is inversely proportional to some exponent « of the distance between two nodes:

d (0%

Esp ~ <d°) (23)
SD

Bon~ (1) @4
SR

Erp ~ <dd°> (25)
RD

where dg is the reference distance after which the suggested model is valid, and dsp, dsgr
and dprp are the distances between source and destination, source and relay and relay and
destination nodes respectively (see figure 3). In this example, we assume that source is located
at point (1,1) and destination is located at point (—1, —1). Two relays are randomly scattered
over the rectangular area defined by {1.5, 1.5},{-1.5, -1.5},{-1.5, 1.5},{1.5, -1.5}. There can be
protocols where relay 1 transmits before relay 2, and vice versa. Since we do not know a priori
which protocol will perform better, we will have to analyze the capacities for both orderings of
the relays. Further, we assume that each relay can be either in a "on’ state, where it participates
in communication effort, or in an ’off’ state where it ignores the source transmissions. This
setting defines five different operation states for the network after taking duplicate operating
states into account. In table I we summarize the possible operating states.

TABLE 1
OPERATING STATES

| Time slot / Operating State | 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 |
1 empty | R1 | R R Ro
2 empty | Rp | R1 | empty | empty

For each of these five operating states, we calculate the induced ergodic channel capacities
and 10% outage capacities in order to find the best operating protocol. Figures (4) and (5) show
the outage capacities and ergodic capacities of protocols respectively against pathloss coefficient,
«, ranging from 2 to 5. The transmit power of relay and source terminals are scaled so that the
average received signal to noise ratio is 0 dB at any pathloss level.
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o
(0,0)

Fig. 3. Relative positions of terminals

In this example, relays are located at (—.7,.5) and (0.2, 0.3). Due to the location of the relays
we find that turning only relay 2 on (operating state 5) is favorable to other policies when
ergodic capacity is the performance metric of interest. Likewise, turning both relays on with
relay 2 transmitting before relay 1 (operating state 3) is favorable when outage capacity is the
performance metric of interest.

This example demonstrates the convenience of the induced channel model in assessing the
performance of different protocols. In this example, we had a 4-node network, but we had to
enumerate five different operating states in order to decide the favorable policy. Even for such a
small network, testing each configuration in real time is a tremendous overhead for the network
operator. By eliminating some of the under-perfoming policies and configurations, the network
operator or the designer can better utilize expensive resources such as real-time testing and
can speed up on-site testing quite a bit. Although this example does not take into account the
effects of shadowing, models that involve shadowing can be easily constructed and analyzed
when needed. This example demonstrates how a MEMBRANE-like network can be analyzed
from an induced capacity point of view and provide guidelines in system design. As there are
other requirements in the MEMBRANE system such as delay requirements, the system design
cannot be dependent entirely on the capacity analysis. Nevertheless, the tools developed provide
a novel and valuable scheme to evaluate different protocols.

VII. ASYMPTOTIC ANALYSIS
A. General Assumptions

We consider an interference relay network (see Fig. 6) consisting of K + 2M single-antenna
terminals with M designated source-destination terminal pairs {S,,, D,,} (m € [1:M]) and K
relays Ry, (k € [1: K]). A dead-zone of nonzero radius around each S,,, and D,, is free of relay
terminals. We assume that no direct link between the individual source-destination terminal
pairs exists (e.g., caused by large separation), transmission takes place in half-duplex fashion
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Source Destination
terminals Relay terminals terminals

Fig. 6. Two-hop wireless relay network setup.

(the terminals cannot transmit and receive simultaneously) in two hops (a.k.a. two-hop relaying)
over two separate time slots. In the first time slot the source terminals simultaneously broadcast
their information to all the relay terminals (i.e., each relay terminal receives a superposition of all
source signals). The relay terminals simultaneously broadcast (without additional processing) a
scaled version of the signal to all the destination terminals during the second time slot. The source
terminals do not have CSI. The destination terminals cooperate and perform joint decoding.
Finally, we assume that all terminals are located within a domain of fixed area (dense network
assumption). Our setup can be considered as an interference channel [32] with dedicated relays,
hence the terminology interference relay channel.

B. Contributions and Relation to Previous Work

Previous work [33] demonstrated that for M fixed and K — oo, AF relaying turns the
fading interference relay network into a fading point-to-point multiple-input multiple-output
(MIMO) link, showing that the use of relays as active scatterers can recover spatial multiplexing
gain in poor scattering environments. Our main contributions in this paper are as follows: The
proof techniques in [33] rely heavily on M being finite. Building on results reported in [34],
we compute the M, K — oo (with K/M — (3 fixed) per source-destination terminal pair
capacity using tools from large random matrix theory [35], [36]. The limiting eigenvalue density
function of the effective MIMO channel matrix between the source and destination terminals is
characterized in terms of its Stieltjes transform as the unique solution of a fixed-point equation,
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which can be transformed into a fourth-order equation. Upon solving this fourth-order equation
and applying the inverse Stieltjes transform, the remaining steps to computing the limiting
eigenvalue density function and based on that the asymptotic network capacity have to be carried
out numerically. We show that this can be accomplished in a straightforward fashion and provide
a corresponding algorithm. We show that for § — oo, the fading AF relay network is turned
into a fading point-to-point MIMO link thus establishing the large M, K analog of the result
found previously for the finite-M, K — oo case in [33].

C. Channel and Signal Model

Throughout the paper, frequency-flat fading over the bandwidth of interest and perfectly
synchronized transmission/reception between the terminals is assumed. For the finite-M, K —
oo case it has been shown in [37] that the latter assumption can be relaxed, under quite general
conditions on the synchronization errors, without impacting the capacity scaling laws. The input-
output (I-O) relation for the link between the source terminals and the relay terminals during
the first time slot is given by

r=Hs—+z (26)

where r = [ry,ro,... ,TK]T with r; denoting the signal received at the kth relay terminal,
H € CK*M with [H]m = him (k € [1: K], m € [1: M]) where hy,, ~ CN(0,1) denotes the
i.i.d. complex-valued channel gains corresponding to the S,,, — Ry, links, s = [s1, 52, ..., s3]7
where s,, is the zero-mean Gaussian signal transmitted by S,,, and the vector s is temporally and
spatially (across source terminals) i.i.d.. Finally, z = [21, 22, . .., 2x|? where 2z ~ CA(0,0?) is
temporally and spatially (across relay terminals) white noise. The kth relay terminal processes its
received signal 7 to produce the output signal . The collection of output signals ¢, organized
in the vector t = [t1,%a,...,tx]" is then broadcast to the destination terminals during the second
time slot while the source terminals are silent. The mth destination terminal receives the signal

Ym With 'y = [y1, 92, ..., yu]” given by
y=Ft+w 27)

where F € CM*E with [Flux = fix (m € [1:M], k € [1:K]) where fnr ~ CN(0,1)
denotes the i.i.d. complex-valued channel gains corresponding to the R, — D,, links, and
w = [wy,wo,...,wy]’ with w,, ~ CN(0,0?) being temporally and spatially (across des-
tination terminals) white noise. Throughout the paper, we impose a per-source-terminal power
constraint £ [lsmﬂ < 1/M (m € [1: M]), which results in the total transmit power trivially sat-

isfying, E [Hs\ﬂ < 1. Furthermore, we impose a per-relay-terminal power constraint E [ltkﬂ <
P./K (k € [1:K]), which results in the total power transmitted by the relay terminals satis-
fying E[[[t]] < P

Throughout the paper, we assume that the source terminals S, (m € [1:M]) do not have
CSI. The assumptions on CSI at the relays and the destination terminals depend on the setup
(coherent or noncoherent case) and the protocol (in the coherent case) and will be made specific
when needed.
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D. The AF Protocol

Upon reception of r, the kth relay terminal simply scales the received signal to obtain ¢ =
(d VK ) k. Choosing d = \/ P,e1/(1 + 02) ensures that the per-relay power constraint E [\tkﬂ <

P,e1/K and hence the total power constraint ELHt[z} < P, is met.
With these assumptions, inserting (26) into (27), we get the following I-O relation

d d

In the remainder of this section, we assume that the jointly decoding destination terminals have
access to the realizations of H and F'. In fact, as the analysis below shows, knowledge of FH
and F is sufficient.

E. Capacity of the AF Protocol

Based on the I-O relation (28), we shall next study the behavior of I(y;s | FH, F) when M, K —
oo with K/M — (3. We start by noting that

d2 HypH d2 H -
I(y;s]FH,F):logdet<1+02MKH F (KFF +1)] FH].

Since the destination terminals perform joint decoding, the ergodic capacity per source-
destination terminal pair is given by

1 1 & 1 1
1 H
Car = 5 E [ kg_l log<1 + o2 )\k< HH T>> (29)

where

p ol g\ T
T:?F I—i—?FF F

and the factor 1/2 in (29) results from the fact that data is transmitted over two time slots.

E. Asymptotic Capacity Behavior

To compute Cap in the M, K — oo limit with K/M — [3, we start by analyzing the
corresponding asymptotic behavior 7 of Ay, ((1/M)HH T). To this end, we define the Empirical
Spectral Distribution (ESD) of a matrix (random or deterministic) according to

Definition 1: Let X € CV*N be a Hermitian matrix. The ESD of X is defined as

FR(x) & ) Tha(X) <a].

"For a matrix X, A\, (X) denotes the k'" largest eigenvalue of X.
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For random X the quantity F'(z) is random as well, i.e., it is a RV for each x. In the
following, our goal is to prove the convergence (in the sense defined below), (when M, K — oo
with K/M — [ and § € (0,00)) of F(If/M)HHHT(x) to a deterministic limit and find the
corresponding limiting eigenvalue distribution.

Definition 2: We say that the ESD F¥ (z) of a random Hermitian matrix X € CN*¥
converges a.s. to a deterministic limiting function Fx(z), when N — oo, if for any € > 0
there exists an Ny > 0 s.t. VN > Ny a.s.

sup ‘F)](V(x) — Fx(z)| <.

Tz€R
To prove the convergence of F{f / M)HHHT(x) to a deterministic limiting function, we start by
analyzing Fi5 ().

Lemma 1: For M, K — oo with K/M — (3, the ESD FX (z) converges a.s. to a nonrandom
limiting distribution Frp(x) with corresponding density given by®

fr(z) = \/Q(idtg(ll)(_l 1)32) \/<1 1272 = a:)+ <az = 1171)+ + [1 - H : 5(z)  (30)

where 71 2 d?(1 — 1/4/B)? and v, £ d?(1 4+ 1/v/B)2.
Proof: We start with the singular value decomposition

d
—F =UXV
VK
where the columns of U € CMM are the eigenvectors of the matrix (d?/K)FF#, the columns
of VH ¢ CKXK are the eigenvectors of (d?/K)FHF, the matrix ¥ € RMX contains R =
min(M, K) nonzero entries Y1, X99,...,XrR, Which are the positive square roots of the
nonzero eigenvalues of the matrix (d?/K)FF! . Defining A £ XX ¢ RMM | we have

T=VISH@+A) 'V,

By inspection, it follows that

M M
Fanapa-s@) = KF,{”( & ) - (1 - K) u(z). (31)

1—=x

As Fil(z) = F(% /K)FFH (z), by the Mar¢enko-Pastur law (see Theorem 2 in Appendix A),
we conclude that F{?(x) converges a.s. to a limiting nonrandom distribution F (x) with corre-
sponding density

faz) Ve =) (=) +[1 - B*6(a). (32)

= onzd?

8Note that (30) implies that fr(x) is compactly supported in the interval [y1/(1 +v1),v2/(1 4 72)] .
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From (31) we can therefore conclude that FgH
given by

(it A)_lz(a:) converges a.s. to a nonrandom limit

1 1
Fonqpayx(@) = ﬂFA<1 f x) + (1 - ﬁ) u(z). (33)

Taking the derivative w.r.t. z on both sides of (33), the density corresponding to Fiu (14 p)-15(2)
is obtained as

fenainy-1s(@) = ;fA< & > ( ! P (1 - ;) o(x). (34)

l—-2z) (1—-2x

The final result in (30) now follows by noting that fr(z) = fxu )15 (%) due to the unitarity
of V and by inserting (32) into (34) and carrying out straightforward algebraic manipulations.

]

Based on Lemma 1, we can now apply Theorem 1 (Appendix A) to conclude that F([l( / M)HHHT(:C)

converges a.s. to a deterministic function Fiy /ypyamsr(7) as M, K — oo with K/M — 3. The
corresponding limiting density f(; /M)HHHT(QC) is obtained by applying the Stieltjes inversion
formula (47) to the solution of the fixed point equation

[~ fr(z)dx
G(Z)_/oox(l—ﬁ—ﬁzG(z))—z’ zeCt (35)
I
in the set
{G(z)eC|-(1-B)/2+BG(z) eCT}, zeCt (36)

where we used the symbol G(z) to denote the Stieltjes transform G /M)HHHT(Z). In the
following, for brevity, we write G instead of G(z). To solve (35), we first compute the integral
I on the RHS of (35). Substituting fr(x) from (30) into (35) and defining

A Y1 A Y2 A \/(1 + 71)(1 + ’72)
m 1_'_71’772 1_1_727/) 2 d2
we obtain
+ T2 _ —
;oL {1_1} +1/ PV =) (x —m)de 37)
o s ZJm x(1—x)? {az (1;6 - ﬁG) — 1}

The integral I is computed in Appendix B. Employing the notation introduced in Appendix B,
the fixed point equation (35) can finally be written as

11" . . . R
Gz = — [1 — ﬁ] + XAl 4+ xAzly + xA3l3 + xAyly. (38)
It is tedious, but straightforward, to show that for any 5 > 0
177 . B—1
— 1= 2| +xAh =
-3 =
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so that (38) can be written as

1 . . .
Gz + BQﬂ — XAQIQ — XA3[3 = XA4I4. (39)
Next, multiplying (39) by 2d?3(G 3z + z+3—1)2, squaring both sides, introducing the auxiliary
variable 1-3

G2 ————+0G (40)

it follows after straightforward, but tedious, manipulations that G must satisfy the following
quartic equation

G* 4+ a3@ + asG? + a1G +ag =0 41)
with the coefficients
1 1 I5]
= —(2z — 1 = - — 3— —
as Z( z ﬂ + ) a9 o <Z ,8 + d2>
1 I6] 1
a = <2z—ﬂ+1—d2> a = —5-

The quartic equation (41) can be solved analytically. The resulting expressions are, however,
very lengthy, do not lead to interesting insights and will therefore be omitted. It is important
to note, however, that (41) has two pairs of complex conjugate roots. The solutions of (41)
will henceforth be denoted as @1, @’1‘, G’g, and G‘; We recall that our goal is to find the unique
solution G of the fixed point equation (35) s.t. G = —(1—3)/2+ G € C* ¥z € C*. Therefore,
in each point 2 € C* we can immediately eliminate the two solutions (out of the four) that
have a negative imaginary part. In practice, this can be done conveniently by constructing the
functions G, £ RGy + j ‘%@1’ and G, 2 RGoy +j ‘%G’Q‘ which can be computed analytically,
satisfy (41) and are in C* for any z € CT. Next, note that (39) has a unique solution in the
set (36), which is also the unique solution of (35). This solution G(z), z € C™, can be obtained
by simply substituting G1 = (1/6)(G, — (8—1)/z) and G = (1/8)(G% — (6 —1)/=) into (39)
and checking, which of the two satisfies the equation. Unfortunately, it seems that this verification
cannot be formalized in the sense of identifying the unique solution of (39) in analytic form.
The primary reason for this is that to check algebraically if G1 and G» satisfy (39), we have to
perform a noninvertible transformation (squaring) of (39), which doubles the number of solutions
of this equation, and results in G; and G4 both satisfying the resulting formula. The second
reason is that depending on the values of the parameters 3 > 0,d > 0, the correct solution
is either G1 or G2 and the dependence between G, Gs, 3 and d has a complicated structure.
Starting from the analytical expressions for G; and (G2, we can, however, for any fixed 5 > 0,d >
0, identify the density function f(1/y/ypu=r(z) = (1/7)lim, o+ (G (x + jy)] corresponding
to the unique solution of (39) [and hence of (35)] numerically. This is accomplished as follows.
We know that, for given z, lim, o+ S [G(z + jy)] is either equal to

Li(e) 2 lim S[Gi(a -+ jy)



20

or
Ly(z) £ lim S [Ga(z + jy)].
y—0*
Even though the functions L;(x) and Lo(x) can be computed analytically (with the resulting
expressions being very lengthy and involved), it seems that for any fixed > 0 the correct choice
between the values Li(x) and Lo(z) can only be made numerically. The following algorithm
constitutes one possibility to solve this problem.

Algorithm—Choice of the Limit
Input: x > 0
1) Choose a small enough y > 0
2) Substitute G (z + jy) and Ga(x + jy) into (39)
3) If Gi(z + jy) satisfies (39), then
return Li(x)
otherwise
return La(x)

As any other numerical procedure, this algorithm includes an element of heuristics. The
following comments are therefore in order.

e In Step 1) the choice of y cannot be formalized in the sense of giving an indication of
how small it has to be as a function of 3 and d. On the one hand y has to be strictly
greater than zero, because (39) in general holds in C* only and does not need to hold
neither for G (z + j0) nor for Go(x + j0). On the other hand, y should be small enough
for G1(x+jy) to be close to L1 (z) and Ga(z+jy) to be close to La(x). The correctness of
the output of the algorithm is justified by the analyticity (see Definition 3) of G(z) in C*.

o In Step 3) the check whether G (z + jy) satisfies (39) is performed numerically. Therefore,
rounding errors will arise. It turns out, however, that, in practice, unless |L;(x) — La(x)] is
very small (in this case it does not matter which of the two values we choose), the solution
of (39) yields a clear indication whether G (x + jy) or Ga(x + jy) is the correct choice.

o In order to compute the density f, M)HHHT(:B) using the proposed algorithm, we need to
run Steps 1)-3) for every z. It will be proved below that f(; /rsyrm#T () is always compactly
supported and bounds for its support will be given in analytic form (as a function of
and d). Since the algorithm consists of very basic arithmetic operations only, it is very fast
and can easily be run on a dense grid inside the support region of f;, M)HHHT(:C).

As an example, for d = 1 and 3 = 1/2, Fig. 7(a) shows the density f(; /a7 gr#=T(7) obtained
by the algorithm formulated above along with the histogram of the same density obtained through
Monte-Carlo simulation. We can see that the two curves match very closely and that our method
allows to obtain a much more refined picture of the limiting density. Fig. 7(b) shows the density
fa/mymuer(x) for B =2,1,1/2 obtained through our algorithm. We can see that the density
function is always compactly supported.
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The final step in computing the asymptotic capacity of the AF relay network is to take the
limit K, M — oo with K/M — (3 in (29) and evaluate the resulting integral

B[ x
C/fF 2 2/0 log(l + ;) fa/muarr(z) dz (42)

numerically. The evaluation of (42) is drastically simplified by recognizing that f, M)HHHT(Q:)
is compactly supported. The corresponding interval boundaries (or, more specifically, bounds
thereon) can be computed analytically as a function of 3 and d. We start by noting that the second
part of Theorem 2 in Appendix A implies that a.s. limy/—oo Amax ((1/M)HHY) = (1+/B)%
Based on (34) and using Theorem 2, it follows that a.s. Amax(T) = d2(1 + /B)?/(8 + d?(1 +
v/B)?). For any realization of H and T and any M, K, by the submultiplicativity of the spectral
norm, we have
Amax (1/MYHHTT) < Apax (1/M)HH) \pyax (T)

which implies that for M, K — oo with K/M — (3 a.s.

H P+ A
Amax ((1/M)HH"T) < R Tmax.-

We can therefore conclude that f(; /prypm#r () is compactly supported on the interval® [0, Zyay].
Consequently, the integral in (42) becomes

B [Tme T
Cﬁp = 2/0 log(l + ;) fa/muarr(z) dz

which can be computed numerically, using any standard method for numerical integration and
employing the algorithm described above to evaluate f(1/pr)pe=T () at the required grid points.

Using this procedure, we computed C’EF as a function of 8 for d = 1 with the result depicted
in Fig. 8. We can see that for § < 1 (i.e., K < M) CﬁF increases very quickly with 3, which
is due to the fact that the corresponding effective MIMO channel matrix is building up rank and
hence spatial multiplexing gain. For § > 1 (i.e., K > M), when the effective MIMO channel
matrix is already full-rank with high probability, the curve flattens out and for § — oo, the
capacity C’gF seems to converge to a finite value. In the next subsection, we prove that CﬁF
indeed converges to a finite limit as § — oo. This result has an interesting interpretation as it
allows to relate the AF relay network to a point-to-point MIMO channel.

G. Convergence to Point-to-Point MIMO Channel

In [33] it was shown that for finite M as K — oo the two-hop AF relay network capacity
converges to half the capacity of a point-to-point MIMO link; the factor 1/2 penalty comes from
the fact that communication takes place over two time slots. In the following, we demonstrate
that the result in [33] can be generalized to the M, K — oo case. More specifically, we show
that for 8 — oo the asymptotic (M, K — oo) capacity of the two-hop AF relay network is equal

°The actual supporting interval of fa, M)HHHT(:r) may, in fact, be smaller.
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to half the asymptotic (M — oo) capacity of a point-to-point MIMO channel with M transmit
and M receive antennas. We start by dividing (41) by 3 and taking the limit'® 3 — oo, which
yields the quadratic equation

R 1\ - 1
zG2+z<1+d2>G—|—<1+d2>:0. (43)

The two solutions of (43) are given by

—Z(l—i—dflz):t\/zQ (1—4—%)2—42(1-\-%)
2z ’

Applying the Stieltjes inversion formula (47) to (44) and choosing the solution, which yields a
positive density function, we obtain

Gla(2) = (44)

BfappaasT(r) = — lim I [BG(z + jy)]

= lim [G(az+j?/)}

2+
:% [496(1—}—;2)—:1:2(14—;2)] . (45)

Inserting (45) into (42) and changing the integration variable according to u = x(l +1/ d2), we

find that
4 2

Comparing (46) with [38, Eq. (13)], it follows that for 3 — oo the asymptotic M, K —
oo with K/M — [ per source-destination terminal pair capacity in the two-hop AF relay
network is equal to half the asymptotic (M — oo) per-antenna capacity in a point-to-point
MIMO link with M transmit and M receive antennas, provided the SNR in the relay case is
defined as SNR £ d?/ ((d*> +1)o?). For M and K large, it is easy to verify that this choice
corresponds to the SNR at each destination terminal in the AF relay network. In this sense, we
can conclude that for 5 — oo the AF relay network “converges” to a point-to-point MIMO link
with the same received SNR.

VIII. CONCLUSION

For single relay fading channels, we evaluated all possible cooperation protocols, providing
information theoretic comparisons in terms of diversity and multiplexing. Protocols with high
degree of receive collision seem to perform better than protocols with a lower degree of receive
collision. For the amplify-and-forward strategy, we extended our analysis to multi-hop relay

11t is important that first we take the limit M, K — oo with K/M — (3 and afterwards let 3 — oo.
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networks, and showed that at high-SNR there is a drop in the capacity that can be associated
with high amplification of noise at relay terminals. The techniques and tools we developed for
the analysis of such networks can be augmented with pathloss and shadowing models in the
context of MEMBRANE to provide guidelines in system design.

For noncoherent fading interference relay networks with amplify-and-forward relaying and
joint decoding at the cooperating destination terminals, we computed the asymptotic (in M
and K with K/M — [ fixed) network capacity using tools from large random matrix theory.
To the best of our knowledge, this is the first application of large random matrix theory to
characterize the capacity behavior of large fading networks. We furthermore demonstrated that
for § — oo the relay network converges to a point-to-point MIMO link. This generalizes the
finite-M result in [33] and shows that the use of relays as active scatterers can recover spatial
multiplexing gain in poor scattering environments even if the number of transmit and receive
antennas grows large. More importantly, our result shows that linear increase in the number of
relays as a function of transmit-receive antennas is sufficient for this to happen. The next step,
which is interesting in the context of the MEMBRANE project is to generalize our asymptotic
analysis to the multi-hop relaying case, when there exist multiple layers of relays between the
source and the destination terminals.

APPENDIX A
SOME ESSENTIALS FROM LARGE RANDOM MATRIX THEORY

In this section, we briefly summarize the basic definitions and results from Large Random
Matrix Theory used in this paper. An excellent tutorial on this subject is [35].
Definition 3 (Stieltjes transform): Let F'(x) be a distribution function with density f(z). The

analytic function
/ f(@ de, ze€Ct
is called the Stieltjes transform of F'(x)

Lemma 2 (Inversion formula): Let G F( ) be the Stieltjes transform of a distribution function
F(x). The corresponding density function can be obtained as
f(z) = — lim F[Gp(z+jy)]. 47)
T y—0+

Theorem 1 (Silverstein [34]): Define the following quantities on a common probability space:

o The random matrix X € CV*N' has i.i.d. zero-mean entries with variance one.

o The random matrix Y € C"*¥ is Hermitian nonnegative definite with FYY (), for N — oo,
converging on [0,00) a.s. to a nonrandom distribution function Fy (z) with corresponding
density fy (z).

Assume that the matrices X and Y are statistically independent. Then, for N, N’ — oo
with N/N' — 33, F (/N )XXHY( r) 22 Flunnxxny (z) with its Stieltjes transform G, o . (2)
satisfying

Gr fy(z)dx

’ Ho\Z) = , = S CJ’_- 48
A/NHXX Y( ) /—oo 1’(1 - ﬁ - ﬂZ GF(l/N’)xxHY(Z)) —F ( )
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The solution of this fixed-point equation is unique in the set

1-p
{GF(I/N’)XXHY(Z) S (C

+
_72 + /BGF(l/N’)XXHY(Z) eC } .
We shall furthermore use the Marcenko-Pastur law as stated in [39].
Theorem 2 (Marcenko-Pastur [40]): Assume that the matrix X € CNV' has i.i.d. zero-mean
entries with variance d2. Then, for N, N’ — oo with N'/N — 3, the ESD of (1/N)XX#
converges a.s. to a limiting distribution function with density

fa/mxxn(z) = %\/(’m —2)" (z—y) "+ 1 - BT 6(x)

where 1 = d?(1 — 1/y/B)? and vo = d?(1 + 1/+/B)%
Under the same assumptions as in the first statement, if, in addition, the entries of X have
finite fourth moments, then a.s.

1
A (NXXH> =7 (49)
1
A <NXXH> =72 (50)
APPENDIX B

COMPUTATION OF THE INTEGRAL [ IN (37)

In the following, we detail the computation of the integral

pa, (M
m x(1l—x)? [ac (% — BG) - 1}
on the RHS of (37). With the change of variables

t— L—M
N —x
and using the notation
p =1 —m
A
p2=1—m
1—
wem (P20 g0) -1
1—
wénz(ZB—ﬁG)—l

the integral I can be written as
R o 22+ 1)dt
I=2(ny—m)* / :
(m—m)e o (m2t? +mu)(pat® + p1)? (vot® + 1)




To simplify further, we introduce the notation

a2 m a M1
=—— R2=—", RK3=—"7", X

R1 s ’ 2
2 w2 ) T2 Hy V2

so that

P /°° t2(t2 + 1)dt
T @R = R )
Upon partial fraction expansion of the integrand in (51), we obtain

I =x(A 1, 4 Aoy + Az + Ayly)

where
fay A o0 dt A A 0 dt
1 — t2 — IQ - t2 _ 2
0 K1 o ( K2)
N éiu/“” dt i éiu/“” dt
37 0 tQ—HQ 1T 0 tQ—:‘ig
with
A1 _ K1 (/{1 + 1)
(K1 — K2)?(K1 — K3)
A2 KZQ(HQ + 1)

(k2 — K1) (K2 — K3)
—/ﬁ;% — mn% + K1K3 + 2K1KoK3 — Ii%lﬁ;g
(HQ — /'431)2(/432 — H3)2
k3(k3 + 1)
(k3 — K1) (K3 — K2)?

The integrals in (52) can be evaluated resulting in

Ay =

[e.e]

fl = L arctan t = T
—K1 —K1 0 2\/—,‘4}1
I, = SN S h - ¥arctan4 h =
2%2(252 — KQ) 0 2&2\/—,‘@2 v — K2 0 4/432\/—/€2
fg = L arctan t b = T
—Ko9 —K2 | 2y/—ka
f4 = ! arctan t - = il .
—K3 —K3|y  2v/—K3

A 141 A 2(772 - 771)2
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(1)

(52)

(53)

(54)

(55)

(56)

(57)

(58)

(59)

(60)

The quantity x5 is complex-valued and the arctan and square root in (59) are understood as the

principal values of these functions in C as defined in [41].
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Finally, by inspection, combining (57)—(60) with (53)-(56) and resubstituting the values of
the parameters k1, Ko, K3, X, P, 141, U2, M1, N2, V1, V2, Y1, and o, after straightforward but tedious
simplifications, we find

»_(WB+1) V-1
XAl = ( )| | (61)
20
A z
Aoly = — 62
XN = T BGR+ 2+ 1) (62)
(@ (VB-1)*(GBz 4+ 2+ 5-1) - B(GBz+ 5 1))

xAsls == 223(GBz + 2 + 8 — 1)2 (©3)

(G- [RGB |
XAsly = — 2d25(ggz(jﬁzi+;_1)l()fﬂ) +28 (d2(Gﬂz tz+4-1) (ﬂ n 1) n Zﬁ> '
(64)
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Limiting density f; /ayauar () () for 3 =1/2 and d = 1 along with its histogram (Monte-Carlo) and
(b) for different values of 3 =2,1,1/2 and d = 1.
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