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Level of care is calculated for each day of an infant’s stay and is defined by the British 

Association of Perinatal Medicine (BAPM). All care days in the 2012 calendar year were 

included in the analysis regardless of when the infant was discharged, in contrast with other 

analyses in this report which only include babies with a final discharge in 2012. 

Information for the daily level of care was available for 99.9% (1038415/1038484) of care 

days for neonatal units in England & Wales. In total, 13% of care days provided were 

classified as intensive care, 18% as high dependency care, 65% as special care and 5% as 

normal care. Care days recorded as taking place in transitional care or outside of the 

neonatal unit have been included in this analysis. A summary of the total number of care 

days at all levels can be seen in Table 1a.  

In total, 13% of all recorded days of neonatal care were provided by Special Care Units 

(SCUs), 40.2% were provided by Local Neonatal Units (LNUs) and 46.8% were provided at 

Neonatal Intensive Care Units (NICUs). The majority of care at higher levels was provided in 

NICU environments, with 75% of intensive care days and 60% of high dependency care 

days taking place in these units. Table 1b shows the number of care days provided by each 

level of neonatal unit nationally. 

A summary by neonatal network and unit of care is available for download by request only at 

ndau@imperial.ac.uk.   

Table 1a Total number of care days, by level of care received, between 1st January 2012 

and 31st December 2012 

Level of care Number of recorded days of care Percent 

Intensive care 135,249 13.0 

High dependency care 182,146 17.9 

Special care 670,253 64.5 

Normal care 46,767 4.6 

Unknown 69 <0.1 

Total 1,038,484 100.0 
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Table 1b Total number of care days provided in neonatal units, by designation, between    

1st January 2012 and 31st December 2012 

Care Level (BAPM 2011) 

Unit Designation 
Intensive 

Care 

High 
Dependency 

Care 
Special 

Care 
Normal 

Care Unknown 

Proportion of 
care days 

provided in 
these units 

SCU (n=48) 2895 9633 113300 9617 20 13.0% 

LNU (n= 80) 29926 64064 303585 19911 38 40.2% 

NICU (n=47) 102428 112449 253368 17239 11 46.8% 

Total 135249 186146 670253 46767 69 100.0% 
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In England neonatal services are structured into managed clinical networks, designed so 

that all care for at least 95% of their booking population can be delivered within the hospitals 

that constitute the network. 

Overall, 96% (76817/79315) of babies were known to have been booked for delivery in a 

hospital and had their place of birth recorded. An additional 792 infants whose mothers 

booked for delivery in Welsh hospitals were excluded from the analysis, leaving 75395 

infants in this analysis. 

In total, across England 97.4% of infants who received neonatal care were delivered within 

the neonatal network of their mother’s booking hospital, 2.4% were born outside of their 

mother’s neonatal network at booking, and 0.2% of infants were identified as being born in 

an unknown location. Table 2a shows the number of infants born in and outside of their 

mothers neonatal network of booking in England, and Figure 2a shows these results for 

each neonatal network in England. 

A summary by neonatal network and unit of care is available for download by request only at 

ndau@imperial.ac.uk.   

 

Table 2a Place of birth by neonatal network of maternal booking for all infants booked for 

delivery in hospitals in England, for infants discharged from neonatal care between January 

1st 2012 and 31st December 2012 

Location Number of infants Percent 

Born inside of booked 

network 

73,462 97.4 

Born outside of booked 

network 

1,810 2.4 

Unknown  123 0.2 

Total 75,395 100 
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Table 2b Neonatal care received by infants based on neonatal network of maternal booking 

for infants discharged from neonatal care between January 1st 2012 and 31st December 

2012 

Location Number of infants Percent 

All care inside of booked 

network 

72,759 96.5 

Some care outside of 

booked network 

2,636 3.5 

Total 75,395 100 
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Figure 2a 
Infants born outside neonatal network by network of maternal booking  

 
(All babies with a final neonatal unit discharge between 01 January - 31 December 2012) 
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Figure 2a 
Infants receiving care outside neonatal network of booking, by network of maternal booking 

 
(All babies with a final neonatal unit discharge between 01 January - 31 December 2012) 
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This section details the length of stay for infants admitted to neonatal care by gestational age 

group, summarized for neonatal networks. 

Infants were included in the analysis if they had a final discharge to home or foster care in 

2012 and were assigned to neonatal network of first admission.  Length of stay was 

calculated as the time from first admission to last discharge, rounded up to the day.  

Postmenstrual age at discharge was calculated as gestational age at birth plus postnatal age 

at discharge. 

Table 3 shows the median and interquartile range (IQR) for length of stay and postmenstrual 

age at discharge by gestational age group (≤27 weeks, 28 to 31 weeks, 32 to 36 weeks, ≥37 

weeks).  Figure 3 shows the median and IQR for length of stay by gestational age group for 

each neonatal network, with the national medians drawn for reference. 

A summary by first neonatal network and unit of care is available for download by request 

only at ndau@imperial.ac.uk.   

 

Table 3 Length of stay and postmenstrual age at discharge by gestational age, infants 
discharged to home or foster care in 2012 

Gestational age at birth 
 

N 
Length of stay 
Median (IQR) 

Postmenstrual age at discharge 
Median (IQR)  

≤27 weeks 1771 92 (76,112) 39.5 (37.6,41.9) 

28 to 31 weeks 4738 44 (34,57) 36.4 (35.5,37.8) 

32 to 36 weeks 19337 13 (8,19) 36.6 (36.0,37.4) 

≥37 weeks 24941 4 (3,7) 40.5 (39.3,41.7) 

Total 50787 8 (4,19) 38.5 (36.7,40.7) 
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Figure 3a 
 
Length of stay by gestational age for neonatal networks, infants discharged to home or foster 
care in 2012.  Reference lines show national median length of stay for each gestational age 
group.  
 
(All babies with a final neonatal unit discharge between 01 January - 31 December 2012) 

 


