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Imperial AI Fundamentals – Application form
Please complete the application form below and submit to Imperial Policy Forum (the.forum@imperial.ac.uk) by Friday 6 February 2026. 
The fee for the course is £500. Please ensure that you have approval from your relevant budget holder prior to application.
	Name
	
	

	Job Title and Grade
	
	

	Department
	
	

	Contact Details (Email & Phone)
	
	



Area of responsibility and interest
What is your current role within the Department? How does AI impact on your role? 
	






What would you want to get out of this course? How would you use what you have learnt within your team/department? 
	





What technical skills/coding languages do you have? (note: this is not a pre-requisite for the course) 
	



Line Manager/Nominator Authorisation:
	Name
	

	Job Title and Grade
	

	Department
	

	Contact Details (Email & Phone)
	




About the programme
The AI Fundamentals programme is designed for civil servants of any grade involved in AI regulation, strategy, or systems. With the rapid proliferation of AI tools and systems, governments face significant public policy challenges and opportunities. Civil servants must navigate uncertainties around regulating AI’s societal use while harnessing its transformative potential to improve the design and delivery of public services. Central government departments occupy a pivotal role, both as regulators of AI adoption and as major users and developers of AI technologies across their operations and public services. 
In line with the UK Government’s ambition to drive public sector efficiency and realise cost savings, and to provide global leadership in seizing the opportunities of AI, this unique short course equips participants with a solid understanding of fundamental AI concepts, technologies, and applications. The course will empower participants to act as informed ‘expert customers’ in the development and deployment of AI systems. As the UK Government rolls out its AI Opportunities Action Plan and its vision for modern digital government, this course is both timely and tailored for Civil Servants.  
With no prior AI or computer science training required, participants will gain access to Imperial College London’s globally renowned expertise in AI research and education. Combining interdisciplinary teaching, hands-on experience, and real-world case studies, the course delivers actionable knowledge to support the safe and impactful deployment of AI in public services. 
The programme will consist of eight training sessions targeted specifically at policymakers. The time commitment requested from participants is one half-day per week over the course of an eight-week period. 
Course format
· The course will take place over 8 weeks, with one in-person session per week, beginning on Friday 27th February until Friday 1st May, with a 2-week break over Easter holidays on the 3rd and 10th April. A typical session would involve 90 minutes of taught content, a short break, and then a 60–90-minute seminar or workshop. The sessions will take place at the Imperial College South Kensington campus.

Who should apply
· The course is open to civil servants of any grade with an interest in AI policy and/or regulation issues
· There is no pre-requisite formal AI or computer science training needed to participate.
· You will need to commit to attend all eight sessions in-person at Imperial’s South Kensington campus.





AI and Imperial
At Imperial College we've launched four new Schools of Convergence Science designed to accelerate discovery and address some of the world's greatest challenges - including AI. These mission-driven, interdisciplinary schools blend science, technology and business to deliver real-world impact at speed.  
The School of Human and Artificial Intelligence is forging new partnerships to enhance human intelligence and deepen our understanding of the world. Addressing critical technical, environmental, and ethical challenges demands rethinking how we build AI. This effort brings together material scientists, physicists, computer scientists, and engineers, while also drawing on neuroscience, economics, psychology, and social science to develop AI attuned to social, cultural, and emotional contexts.
As frontier research looks beyond data-driven intelligence to AI that can reason, adapt and co-create with humans, it is essential the policymakers understand the latest advances and applications of this technology. The Imperial Policy Forum is supporting the UK Government's national AI skills drive and equipping policymakers with insights from its world-leading research, through our Fellowships and Fundamentals programmes. 
For more information on AI at Imperial, visit our website. 
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