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EDI Seed Fund: Project Summary Reports 
 
Please provide a summary of how your EDI Seed Fund money was spent and the impact and 
lessons learnt from your project. 
 
Please note that summary reports will be published on the EDI Seed Fund webpage, to help raise 
awareness and increase visibility of outcomes. 
 
Deadline for submission: 30 August 2025      
Maximum length: 2 pages 
 
Please email any queries and your completed summary report to: Associate Provosts (EDI) or ea-
apedi@imperial.ac.uk  
 

Applicant name(s): Meg Spiteri, Disability Officer 2024-25 

 
Project title: Things I Wish You Knew 
 

Summary of project spend (please include how much funding granted and how much spent) 

This campaign was awarded £2000; the full £2000 was spent. 

Summary of project achievements and impacts: 

The campaign was launched by a Disability History Month Panel event in December. We created a safe 
and welcoming environment for our panel members to candidly discuss their experiences of being a 
student at Imperial with a disability. Across our panel we represented but undergraduate and 
postgraduate students, and several types of disabilities. The keynote speaker was Paralympic athlete 
Oliver Lam Watson who competed for Great Britain at the 2024 Paris games in wheelchair fencing. He 
gave an inspiring speech about his experience with disability and resilience. The event was a huge success 
with attendance from Heads of Faculty, Heads of Department, Union Presidents and Vice-Presidents and 
College CFO. Feedback collected from attendees found that they found the event to be inspiring and 
invaluable for the insight it gave into the student experience. 

After the panel event, the main ‘Things I Wish You Knew’ project began with the launch of the survey. The 
survey received over 60 responses, covering all faculties (NatSci = 39%, Eng = 34%, Med = 22%, IBS = 5%) 
and level of study (UG = 59%, PGT = 17%, PGR = 24%). The survey was a mix of open and closed questions 
that gave a snapshot into the experiences of students with disabilities. 73% of respondents reported 
feeling very, or somewhat supported at Imperial, with 89% of respondents reporting that College support 
services such as the Disability Advisory Service (DAS) and Careers Service have a very or somewhat 
positive impact on their wellbeing.  The survey also gave the opportunity for students to give examples of 
how their disability affects their studies, as well as examples of what they think may help to improve their 
experience. This information will help to inform the priorities of the next Disability Officer for the year 
2025/26. The final question of the survey asked “What is one thing you wish people knew about living 
with a disability. With consent, these will be used in the upcoming Disability History Month social media 
campaign to share the stories and experiences of students with disabilities at Imperial. 

Things they wish you knew… 
“We’re not lazy, we’re trying. Life is just a bit harder with a disability” 
“Having a disability makes completing our degrees much harder but it doesn't make us less capable.” 
“I still want to do things and be involved, even if I have to say no or do things differently sometimes.” 
“I'm not attending classes because I don't care, I do care and wish I could go” 
“I'm not stupid, I just zoned out and missed what you said.” 
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