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1 Introduction

Expeditions are and should be both a planning exercise, an enjoyable and exciting time as well as a learning
experience. As you will read from this report, this particular expedition was certainly a learning exercise. Let us
first introduce the route....

The Haute Route Glaciere is a classic mountain route from the epicentre of mountaineering in Europe across
the highest valleys of the Alps, which is steeped in history. We planned to follow in the footsteps of early members
of the Alpine Club who first pioneered the route in 1861. There are a number of variations of the Haute Route.
This particular version sticks to the glaciers which lie high on the valleys and passes, which poses a more technical
challenge on top of the physical.

2 Original Haute Route plan

Our initially devised route followed a condensed version of the high-level Haute route, from Bourg-Saint-Pierre to
Zermatt. This involves six days of travel, largely at altitude and on glaciers, with a total elevation gain of over 6km
while covering 72km horizontally.
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3 Team Biographies

Our team composed of two Imperial Students - Yordan and Tim - and the father, daughter pair George and Flo.

3.1 Yordan Ignatov - Team Leader

3.1.1 Background

Yordan is a third-year Imperial physics PhD student who, over an 8-year period, has slowly drifted from the vice
grip of indoor boulder-bro, through sport climbing, trad climbing, winter climbing, and now simply enjoys a long,
hard, technical, multi-day camping trip.

3.1.2 Experience

- Scottish winter up to grade III lead
- Alpine routes: Arête à Laurence (PD), Gran Paradiso (4061m)
- Attended guided glacier walking and crevasse rescue course in Chamonix
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3.2 George Fowkes - Equipment Manager

3.2.1 Background

When he’s not greenifying the UK production industry as BasePower co-founder and director, George is a keen
promoter of the outdoors for young people, running regular “Introduction to the Mountains” weekends for disad-
vantaged children in Manchester. The Haute Route Glaciere is a longstanding ambition of his.

3.2.2 Experience

- Low-level Haute route (10 days)
- Winter Arctic warfare course in Norway with the Royal Engineers in the late 80’s
- Just under 6 months at altitude on 3 separate expeditions to Pakistan in the early and mid 90’s, including a
5,600m pass
- Qualified Summer Mountain leader (First Aid Certified)
- Attended guided glacier walking and crevasse rescue course in Chamonix
- Summited Gran Paradiso (4061m)
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3.3 Florence Fowkes - Fitness manager, team medic

3.3.1 Background

Florence is currently working as a junior doctor in Glasgow after recently completing her medical degree at UCL,
but she would much rather be spending all of her time out in the Scottish Highlands. She has a passion for multi-day
hiking and mountains in general.

3.3.2 Experience

- Scottish winter up to grade III second
- Alpine routes: Arête à Laurence (PD), Gran Paradiso (4061m)
- Attended guided glacier walking and crevasse rescue course in Chamonix
- Low-level Haute Route (10 days)
- Solo trekked a section of the Haute route Pyrenees from Refuge de Pombie to Refuge la Soula (8 days)
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