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Engagement Academy 2020

The Engagement Academy is delivered in partnership 

between Imperial's Science Communication Unit and 

Public Engagement Team. 

The aim of the academy is to foster the development of a 

community of staff for whom Societal Engagement is an 

integral, supported and valued part of their professional 

identity and practice, enabling Imperial to grow and 

maintain mutually beneficial relationships with society.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this yearôs programme 

evolved from face-to-face workshops and visits to online 

sessions and independent study. 

What does the Academy involve?

ÅSeven days of seminars, practical 

workshops, visits and group 

discussions

ÅInternal and external speakers

ÅReading and activities between 

sessions

ÅDeveloping, delivering and evaluating 

their own practical engagement 

activity with support and feedback 

from session leaders and peers

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/be-inspired/societal-engagement/training/engagement-academy/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/science-communication-unit/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/be-inspired/societal-engagement/
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Project Summaries

Engagement Academy participants 
have developed a range of projects to 
engage audiences with Imperial 
research. Read about their ideas on 
the following pages. 



Stanislava Boskovic 
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering

Platform for Urban Co-design and Citizens Engagement

Cities are often seen as the main problem ïmajor contributors to climate 

change, biodiversity degradation and air pollution ïbut cities can actually be a 

solution.

Cities are complex living systems, composed of natural and artificial elements 

with multiple layers of networks, interactions, and corresponding services. 

Many factors govern the complex synergies between these components, 

including technological advances, ecological considerations, and socio-

economic aspects. These are all dynamic and in constant transition, requiring 

cities to continuously adapt in order to maintain their functionality while aiming 

to improve the health and wellbeing of their citizens. A city and its spaces 

reflect its society and culture, with many facets that contribute to their 

understanding.

Engagement concept: A platform for defining urban spaces through an 

authentic and active dialogue among citizens, experts and stakeholders with 

mutual understanding of context-specific solutions creates 

an appropriate basis for a collaborative design that results in the exchange of 

ideas, new relationships, learning and creativity.



Rose Brown 
Business School

What the Tech? Digital Skills Project

This project is a weekly drop in session held at Edward Woods 

Community Centre managed by the Business School. What the Tech? 

involves working with Business School students to engage with and 

have a positive impact on the White City Community. It provides weekly 

drop-in sessions and addresses the isolation of elderly residents in the 

community and provides support with digital skills.

The aim of the project is to put the Business Schoolôs mission to 

óimprove society through the power of innovative thinkingô into practice 

and to support the Collegeôs work to engage with the White City 

community. My aim is to continue working with the project and find 

creative ways to continue the positive engage we provide to the 

community.



Vanessa Eyles 
Department of Mathematics

Statistics is not just numbers!!

If you think numbers are boring and not for you, think again! Our 

workshop brings this world to life.  Statistics and Data Science have 

influenced the worldôs reaction to COVID 19 and a lot of other things. 

How is this and what tools did the experts use to create the data?

Become an expert yourself, you will learn about equations, techniques, 

terms and a lot more. So sign up for this exciting and interactive 

session that explores the world of statistics and data, numbers will 

never be boring again!!   

A workshop devised to engage young people with the world of statistics.  

Showing them how statistics impacts our everyday world.  For example, how 

did our experts at Imperial map the COVID pandemic; how should we read 

statistics; does probability equal the truth? The subject poses fundamental 

questions about how we should interpret data and demonstrates that society 

can benefit from evidence-based reasoning.      


