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Interrogation Tools for the National 
Neonatal Research Database (NNRD)

With funding from the Medical Research Council, in  
partnership with Bliss, Health Data Research UK, the 

Strategic Intelligence Alliance and NHS Digital, we are 
developing  a suite of on-line tools to enable parents, 

policy-makers, health service managers, researchers and 
clinical teams, to interrogate the NNRD directly for 
commonly requested outputs. The tools will enable 

visualisation of up-to-date information relevant to study 
design, such as current and projected numbers of patients 
with particular conditions or characteristics, their location 
and baseline rates for mortality and other outcomes. The 

tools will be available on our website shortly.

Thank you to all clinicians, managers, and parents 
who helped trial the prototype tools!

We have been awarded a grant from the EHDEN 
consortium to map the NNRD to the OMOP-Common-
Data-Model standard nomenclature. This will enable 

researchers to utilise the NNRD with more ease. 

NNRD becomes a European Health Data 
Evidence Network (EHDEN) Consortium Partner

We rely on up-to-date details of your UKNC lead to keep 
you informed of new and ongoing research. 

PLEASE LET US KNOW IF THESE CHANGE!

Stay up-to-date

ePARCA-R: Systematic electronic capture of 
parent reported cognitive and language 
development in children aged two-years

We are starting a feasibility study with Professor 
Samantha Johnson, supported by BAPM and BANNFU, 

and the Imperial Clinical Trials Unit, to test a process for 
the automated capture of an electronic version of the 
validated parent questionnaire in children aged two-

years (PARCA-R). The study involves all neonatal units in 
north-west London. If successful, this will lay the 

foundation for national scale-up and systematic capture 
from all relevant patient groups. 

NNRD joins Health Data Research UK Alliance!

We are pleased to have joined the HDR-UK (the National 
Institute for Health Data Science) Alliance. This will make 

the NNRD more discoverable to researchers and will 
standardise and streamline access procedures. 

Some current projects utilising the NNRD
For a full list see our website

• Born in Scotland in the 2020s. CI: Dr Rebecca 
Reynolds, University of Edinburgh; Funder: MRC

• AZTEC 2 (AZithromycin ThErapy for Chronic lung 
disease 2). CI:  Professor Sailesh Kotecha, Cardiff 
University; Funder: NIHR 

• OPTI-PREM: Optimising neonatal service provision for 
27-31 week gestation babies. CI: Professor Tilly Pillay, 
Royal Wolverhampton NHS Trust; Funder: NIHR

• OPTI-SURF: The effect of surfactant dose on outcomes 
in preterm infants with Respiratory Distress 
Syndrome. CI: Dr Kevin Goss, University of Leeds; 
Funder: Chiesi Pharmaceuticals 

• Timing of Stoma Closure in Neonates (ToSCiN). CI: Dr 
Nick Lansdale, Manchester University; Funder: NIHR

• Modelling the transition from neonatal to paediatric 
care. CI: Dr Sarah Seaton, University of Leicester; 
Funder: NIHR

• Cervical ripening at home or in-hospital (CHOICE). CI: 
Professor Sarah Stock, University of Edinburgh; 
Funder: NIHR

• National PReCePT (Prevention of cerebral palsy in 
pre-term labour) Programme Evaluation. CI: Professor 
John MacLeod; DR Karen Luyt, University of Bristol; 
Funder: CLARHC-West 

National Neonatal Audit Programme

We wave goodbye to the NNAP after providing support 
for 14 years and wish them well as they journey forth 
alone! The NNRD will continue to assist the National 

Maternity and Perinatal, and National Diabetes Audits 

We are delighted to announce Northern 
Ireland neonatal units will be joining the 

UK Neonatal Collaborative from 2022!

This former pan-European bench-marking platform has 
moved to the Neonatal Data Analysis Unit and is being 
extended to form an International Neonatal Research 
Database to support global neonatal research, bench-

marking  audit, and quality-improvement.
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