


Dear Dr. Cori, 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, I have used EpiEstim (the R package, Excel spreadsheet or online application) and/or the underlying methods (described in Cori et al. AJE 2013 and Thompson et al. Epidemics 2019) as part of the monitoring and response strategy in my region or country. 
By allowing the analysis of near real-time data describing the numbers of cases per day, and immediate estimation of the reproduction number Rt, the methods and software you have developed have helped track the effectiveness of control measures aiming to reduce the transmission of SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19. 
Assessing temporal changes in Rt has been important for guiding public health policy in my region or country, including influencing decisions to initiate or relax control measures. The ability to show the effectiveness (or not) of suppression and mitigation measures by sharing the Rt with the population regularly has also strengthened public confidence and accountability.
I am writing to thank you for your research in this field, and in particular for your manuscripts and associated software applications for estimating temporal changes in Rt, that have been influential to policy making during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Kindest regards, 


Name, role, institution, region/country
