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Emergency exits

Fire alarms
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Tea, coffee and cake
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Photograph permissions

Keeping in touch
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Quotes 



Who are we? What do we do? 

▪ We are from the UK Small Area Health Statistics Unit at Imperial (SAHSU)

▪ We study how our environments influences our health

▪ We use a type of science called “epidemiology”

- Who, why and how of diseases in a population 

▪ We use statistics to look for patterns or differences between groups of people



How do we do it? 

▪ We analyse information from the NHS and birth/death records

▪ Individuals who live in England, Wales and Scotland 

▪ Use information such as age, sex and medical diagnosis

▪ A specialised team links this health information to data about the environment 

where a person lives, using their address or postcode.

▪ As researchers, we only ever see “de-identified” information about people



Keeping data safe

▪ We need permission from the Health Research Authority

▪ Our activity is overseen by a team of experts at the UK Health Security Agency 

▪ We hold the data in a highly secure server (computer system)

▪ We all have enhanced training on how to keep data safe



Recent research



Please ask 
us any 
questions 
you have 
about how 
we use 
health 
information.

We are using address in the form of a Unique Property Reference 
Number. 

We link people’s information across the years so we can understand 
the environment they lived in when diseases started to develop. 

We use data from the NHS about hospital admissions and cancer 
diagnoses. 

We use information from national registers of births and deaths. 

We have applied to use NHS information about mental health and 
maternal health.

We would like to know what you think about our proposal to use 
prescribing data from the NHS. 





Ground rules 
1. This is a non-judgmental space

2. You are not expected to disclose personal information to the group – you do not need to 
validate your view by talking about your experience

3. Everyone in the room is equal

4. Everyone’s views all valid and important

5. Be respectful to each other 

6. Avoid jargon, acronyms and scientific language

7. No question or response is silly

8. We may discuss a sensitive topic. Please take a break if you need at any point and/or talk to 
us about your concerns.  



Please help yourself 
to tea, coffee and 
snacks

Please join the 
discussions at the 
tables

You will have the 
opportunity to visit 
three different 
tables

Please try the 
activity stations



Your comments will 
help us improve our 
research 

And your feedback 
at the end will help 
us improve our next 
event

Don’t forget to 
collect your 
vouchers on your 
way out

We hope you enjoy 
the morning!



Thank you!
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