
Subject line: Your Autumn term and the next academic year  
  
Dear Student 
   
We hope this finds you, your friends, and loved ones safe and well.   
  
Congratulations on your offer to study at Imperial College London. We are glad that you might decide to 
join us in the coming academic year. You will be welcomed into one of the world’s top-ranked, most 
international and innovative universities.  
  
We know that during these challenging times you need to know what to expect from the College. 
Therefore, we write to update you on our plans for the Autumn term of academic year 2020/21.  
  
Your programme will begin on schedule in the Autumn and we plan to reopen our campuses. We are 
looking forward to seeing you in person, if travel and visa arrangements allow. If you can’t travel to 
campus in time for the start of term, we want to reassure you that your academic Department has made 
plans which make it possible to offer you a high-quality remote educational experience during the 
Autumn term.  
  
Your education  
  
Your teaching will be a combination of on-campus (in-person) and remote learning (online). We call this 
‘multi-mode’ delivery.  
  
This means:    

We will combine on-campus learning and assessment, including laboratory work, with the benefits 
of remote learning and assessment. At all times we will ensure we meet social distancing guidelines. 
As the only university in the UK exclusively teaching science, engineering, medicine, and business, 
we are uniquely placed to offer this across a wide range of disciplines.  
We look forward to welcoming students to our campus for the start of Autumn term. Of course, we 
fully appreciate that everyone’s circumstances are different and that this may not be possible for 
you. Therefore, if you are unable to travel to campus for Autumn term, we have made plans so that 
you will not be disadvantaged in your learning experience over the course of your programme.  
Some learning and assessment activities are very difficult to replace with a remote equivalent. In 
these cases, they will be moved with minimal disruption to a later date in your programme.  

  
It is important to recognise that, depending on official government guidance throughout the entirety of 
next academic year, the balance in the ‘multi-mode’ offering may be subject to change. We hope to be 
able to offer you increased on-campus learning activities throughout the year.  
  
Your safety comes first  
   
Safety of our students and staff is our highest priority. Right now, the College is modelling how our 
campuses can host a safe number of students and staff at any given time, strictly adhering to the latest 
official government guidance. You can find out more about our health and safety plans on our dedicated 
webpages.  
  

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/about/covid-19/students/keeping-you-safe/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/about/covid-19/students/keeping-you-safe/


We are aware that many of you will want to know about other important elements of your academic 
start. We are working hard on our preparations and guidance for this and will provide further details at 
the earliest opportunity.  
  
We will aim to update you on our plans for next Spring and Summer terms in October, but we want you 
to know we will be well-prepared for any change in official government guidance.  
  
Your student experience  
  
We know that coming to university is both an educational and cultural experience. It’s about making 
new friends, having fun and being part of a vibrant community.  We are proud that we have one of the 
largest varieties of student-led activities at a university in the UK, with over 380 clubs, societies and 
projects. Together with the Imperial College Union we will make sure that you have an extraordinary 
experience beyond the classroom whether you are with us, or still at home at the start of the year.  
  
You will also be joining a diverse, interconnected community in which 60% of students come from 
outside the UK, representing more than 130 countries, including 20% from other European countries.  
  
Further information   
   
The Department for your chosen programme will soon be in touch with you to provide more 
information about how your education will be delivered.   
  
Meanwhile, we are regularly updating the information on the coronavirus (COVID-19) pages on our 
website. In these fast-moving times, we will provide you answers that reflect the latest information 
available, and we will always act in your best interests and give you the most accurate information.  
  
If you want to discuss these plans   
  
If you have already accepted our offer(s) (firm or insurance), but still have some questions about your 
programme we recommend in the first instance that you get in contact with the Admissions 
Tutor/Officer that covers your chosen Department to discuss any concerns you may have.  
If you have already decided you wish to change your decision, you can do so by contacting UCAS.  
  
Finally  
  
Thank you for considering studying at Imperial. You will be joining a top-ranked, global university that 
was committed to investing in education innovation long before the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, 
and is applying its research expertise to delivering world-leading modelling on the virus and developing 
a ground-breaking vaccine.  You can keep up to date on all our news by looking at our website or 
following us on social media.   
  
We can’t wait to welcome you to our community.   
  
  
Stay safe and well.   
   
   

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/study/covid-19/
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/after-you-apply/types-offer/replying-your-ucas-undergraduate-offers
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/news/197017/imperial-covid-19-vaccine-team-secures-225/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/news/197017/imperial-covid-19-vaccine-team-secures-225/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/news


Sincerely,   
Ian  
   
Professor Ian Walmsley, Provost  
  
  
  
 


