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M The Guardian
Proposed Macquarie University restructure will ‘hollow out’
humanities, academics say

Y Proposed Macquarie University restructure will 'hollow out’ humanities, academics say
... Academics have accused Macquarie University of ©...
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Our new study found Al is
'wreaking havoc on uni A
assessments_ Here's how we '‘Psychologically unsafe’; ANU work halt ordered over Renew _!ERSHIF

program

h I d r n d " ( Australian National University staff halt work due to hazards resulting in extreme mental
S o u es p o ..;J_" health conditions amid claims of aggression and...
: 2 hours ago

Sheffield Hallam restricts TPS access = s

Major Aussie uni set to let go of over 200 staff members

L]
to R E F a ca d e m I cs 0 n Iy One of Australia's largest universities is set to lose a large chunk of its workforce after a

string of expressions of interest in voluntary...
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Teaching staff at post-92 institution to be employed by subsidiary firm and

. ) . Higher education
lose right to access expensive pensions scheme

, Kent and Greenwich universities to
London South Bank to create ‘two merge in attempt to improve financial

track’ academic workforce viability

Staff to be divided into teaching and research roles, with new starters hired via
subsidiary firm

Donald Trump

Trump offers top universities funds i1
they boost conservative ideas




Sean Thomas

Universities are doomed and
it’s terrible. But there is one
silver lining

Artificial intelligence could spell the end

of higher education, but we may rather
enjoy a world without it

[] C2J256 B Giftthisarticlefree T




‘Al Is, In essence, mass-producing intelligence and
universities specialise in expensive, artisanal, hand-
crafted intelligence. That spells doom for the artisans,
the way machine looms spelt doom for artisanal
weavers in the early Industrial Revolution.

It spells the end of the university.

We might find, therefore, that we rather enjoy a
world without universities. Young people will
certainly enjoy a life without massive debt.’

Sean Thomas (2025), The Telegraph
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. . . THE CONVERSATION
Voice from the past: how one university

is countering AI with ancient
examination techniques

University dean fears ‘99.9 per cent’ of his
students are using Al to write essays

Professor Laurent Muzellec, Dean of Trinity Business School at Trinity College Dublin, said the technology is
‘de-skilling” learners

Artn 4 Cothsrs: Books + dsar Buminaws = Ezonomy Education Ensircnmand + Dnergy  Haalth  Poiitics + Socesty  Scisnce + Tec

-
Why should humanities education persist in

an Al age? Self-development, to start |

Tech » News Tech

Trinity College Dublin chiefs issue Al & Gen Al essay

guidelines as ‘impossible to ban’ tech deemed ‘the future’ _ _
But anyone seen to be overdoing it might be seen in a poor light UlllVeI'SIty WOrld NBWS Q

Al in Higher Education: Overcoming Challenges and
Building the 'Competent Institution’

Lllrrlaﬂeilgrevi 3?3;3;?&;‘3;531;5‘1 'Ed First pro vice-chancellor for artificial
' y intelligence appointed

cheating crisis
Professor filling first-of-its-kind role says universities need to encourage
students to use Al in their studies, or risk them falling behind

Tﬁe McDonaldisation of higher J
education in the age of Al

James Yoonil Auh 11 December 2024

What Generative Al Means for Writing and Learning in Higher Education November 3. 2024
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DESTABILISATION

Al destabilises
core
assessment and
feedback
concepts of
authorship,
originality and
iIndividual
cognition,

SUBSTITUTION

The boundary
between
legitimate
support and
Inappropriate
substitution has

become
blurred,

REPLICATION

Assessment
designs are
exposed as fragile,
as Al can
reproduce outputs
without
demonstrating
understanding,
judgement or
learning process.

e

MISTRUST

Assessment has
shifted from a
technical to an

ethical and
cultural problem,
requiring
educators to
negotiate
integrity
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Masters students to be taught with Al in UK, (and
possibly world) first

By Tim Winkler || April 22, 2026

The UK’s HE regulator has approved a new provider that will use Al tutars to teach master’s degree programs.

CALERRT ]

Turnitin has just announced the launch of its
groundbreaking "Anti-Al Humanizer"” feature on August
27, 2025, taking Al detection to the next level! @

The new "Al Bypasser Detection” tool is designed to
identify texts modified by Al "humanizers"—tools used
to mask Al-generated content and make it harder to
detect.

Danny Liu - 2nd a+ Connect
Professor in Educational Technologi...
0h.-®

In July the University of Sydney introduced new policies
that effectively 'banned the banning of Al' in non-
observed assessments, to reduce fear and shame
around use of Al and give students more agency. This
compels us to shift from a controlling mindset around

Al to an educative one. When we told students about
this shift, many initial reactions were ones of surprise,
followed by a realisation that this was the new reality.

¢ Polymath | Top Al and Higher Educa...

% James Hutson, PhD, PhD - 2.. & Connect
< 14h - Edited - ®

What if the real crisis in higher ed isn't Al, but the
inability to confront the reality that college has
changed?

Daniel Plate and | have just published "The Intellectual
Bankruptcy of Anti-Al Academic Alarmism: A Rebuttal"
in Teaching in Higher Education : https://inkd.in/
gzjZRUEP from our research in Lindenwood University
College of Arts and Humanities
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Enabled by critical, interactive and literate applications and ) integrations of evolving and emerging technology

\

Active and connected Avuthentic assessment

participation and feedback
‘the tutorial’ ‘the assignment’

Information engagement

‘the lecture’

Chunked content
and experiences Real world,

Epistemalogical

authentic activity autherticity

Multiple voices ﬁ ﬁ 6‘ ﬂ ﬂ Transitional spaces )))
i 4k i g

Unit of study
journay .
Graduation

Nen-linear navigation Connected learning ® ®
'-“ Educational
authenticity

Feedback and e

forward loops into I
assessment for e -
learning

o
@] | < ) L

. )'r . axperiences and
Resonant learning reflection /iogecy gr-:-wﬂ'1

Experiential

Storytelling
authenticity




I} integrations of evolving and emerging technology

\
Authentic assessment
and feedback
‘the assignment’

P

Unit of study
jeurmay

Epistemalogical
cithanticay

Graduation

Educoticnal
authenticiy
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Epistemological authenticity

Authentic to the knowledges, philosophies, aesthetics and ethics
of the disciplinary field/s or domain/s (or the spaces in between

them.

Educational authenticity

Authentic to the pedagogical intention and approach of the
educator and the student (if co-designed).

Experiential authenticity

Authentic to past, present and future experiences of students,
within their journeys through work, life and play.



ASCILITE 2025

Future-Focused:

Educating in an Era of Continuous Change

Undergraduate 2030: Reimagining our higher education landscape
for the epistemological and technological youthquakes of
Generation Alpha

Peter Bryant
The University of Sydney Business School

Generation Alpha, born entirely in the 21st century, is set to transform higher education through their
distinct behavioural, epistemological, and technological traits. This paper critically examines how their
expectation that are shaped by personalisation, digital immersion, and non-linear knowledge
acquisition, challenge traditional undergraduate education models. Drawing on an informed critique
literature review, the study explores the implications of Generation Alpha's learning preferences and
proposes a future-focused response through higher education learning design. The Adaptive Learning
Ecosystem (ALE), developed at the University of Sydney Business School, is introduced as a model for
reimagining curriculum, assessment, and student engagement. The model supports personalised,
transdisciplinary, and socially connected learning, enabling students to navigate complex educational
journeys with agency and purpose. The paper outlines three strategic horizons (program design, lifelong
learning, and space spaces for innovation) through which higher education institutions can respond to
the educational ambitions of Generation Alpha. We argue for a co-designed, human-centred approach
to learning that prepares students not for today's technologies and crises, but for the unknown and yet
to be experienced challenges of tomorrow. In doing so, universities can remain relevant, resilient, and
impactful in an era of continuous change.

Keywords: Generation Alpha, higher education futures, digital pedagogy, curriculum innovation, co-
design
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www.linkedin.com/in/peterjamesbryant/

https:.//diberg.blog

https://www.peterbryant.org

peterj.bryant@sydney.edu.au
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