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Baroness Onora O 'Neill, left, unveils a bronze bust of Dr Elsie Widdowson with Professor Dame

Re

Tribute to women in science

Julia Higgins, who introduced the afternoon’s proceedings.

Alex Platt Editor

A PERMANENT encouragement to women
working in science, engineering and
technology in higher education was
unveiled at the College last week, in the
shape of a bronze bust of Imperial graduate
Dr Elsie Widdowson.

Baroness Onora O’Neill, Principal of
Newnham College, Cambridge, unveiled the
bust, a copy of the original by Margot Bui-
man housed at the Royal Society, which will
now be on permanent display in the College's
main entrance at South Kensington Carnpus.
She spoke of her pleasure at being asked to

unveil the tribute:

“It has been a pleasure to hear Elsie’s his-
tory. We can imagine the incredible amount
of pressure she would have been under, hold-
ing her position in the world of science.”

Dr Widdowson’s career began witha
BSc in Chemistry from Imperial in 1928,

She then spent the next year working in
Imperial’s newly founded Department of
Biochemistry and the following three years

in the Department of Plant Physiology, where
she met her first mentor, Helen Porter FRS,
and developed her lifelong love of research.
She spent the last 50 years of her career at the
Medical Research Council and amongst many

other things was responsible for the text The
Chemical Composition of Foods, which is
now in its fifth edition.

Professor Dame Julia Higgins, Director
of the Graduate School of Engineering and
Physical Sciences, also spoke at the event
explaining how the College’s Academic
Cpportunities Committee works at address-
ing the lack of recognition of distinguished
women at Imperial. She said:

“Dr Elsie Widdowson was one of only
three women to graduate in 1928, and her
long and fruitful career in research is truly
inspirational. When we first discovered her
story we were lucky enough to seek and
receive her permission to establish the Elsie
Widdowson Fellowship, designed to support
female academic staff when they return to
work following matemity or adoption leave,
and o allow them to concentrate initially on
consolidating their research activity.”

After the unveiling ceremony, Baroness
Onora Q’Neill presented the sixth annual
Athena Lecture entitled: Rethinking
Informed Consent.

The Athena Lecture is an annual event
that celebrates the achievements of women in
science. Previous lectures have been given by
Professor Lotte Bailyn, MIT, Dr Catherine
Cesarsky, European Southern Observatory,
Professor Dame Lesley Rees, St Bartholom-
ew’s Hospital, Dr Sue [on, British Nuclear
Fuels, and Professor Wendy Hall, University
of Southampton.

() Watch Baroness O’Neill’s lecture at
www.imperial.ac,uk/P7802, htm.

Reorganisation of
Support Services

Caroline Gaulter Communications

CHANGES to the way the College’s support
services are managed, which aim to provide
a more efficient and integrated service to
Faculties and academic staff, were announced
this week.

The new system, which is effective imme-
diately, sees Chief Finance Officer Dr Martin
Knight taking on the role of Chief Operating

Officer with responsibility for the Support
Services. Reporting to him will be:

* Information and Communication Tech-
nologies (Heather Allan)

+ Human Resources (Chris Gosling)

* Finance (Andrew Murphy)

+ Estates Project Management (Steve Howe)

+ Facilities Management (Nick Roalfe)

* Property Management (Nigel Buck)

* Research Services (TBA)

= Commercial Services (Paddy Jackman)

Dr Knight will chair the Support Services
Committee which will replace the Operations
Committee. The new committee will have
two strands to its remit, covered by separate

meetings on a monthly basis. One meeting
will be to report on and review the quality

of service provided by the support services
(listed above). The other will involve the Fac-
ulty Operating Officers, thereby engaging the
customers of the Support Services - Depart-
ments, Divisions and Faculties,

In another reorganisation, the Capital
Investment Planning Group will be restruc-
tured into a Portfolio Review Board. It will
be chaired by Deputy Rector Sir Leszek Bo-
rysiewicz and managed by Dircctor of Project
Managetment, Dr Chris Towler. The Board’s
remit includes the planning and prioritisation
of all new College projects and the coordina-
tion of related cross-faculty and cross-support
service issues.

Two new FRS for
Imperial

Abigail Smith Communications

AN engineer and a medic from Imperial
are among 44 distinguished scientists
newly-clected to the Fellowship of the
Royal Society.

Professors David Ewins, Mechanical
Engineering, and Marc Feldmann, Kennedy
Institute of Rheumatology, bring Imperial’s
total number of Fellows of the Royal Society
to 61.

Professor Ewins is an expert in the field
of vibration engineering and the dynamics of
rotational machinery, He is currently the di-
rector of the Centre of Vibration Engineering
at Imperial, which includes the Rolls Royce
University Technology Centre. He comments:

“Throughout my career, with my col-
leagues and students at Imperial, [ have

worked closely with Rolls-Royce so I'm
pleased that the fellowship explicitly recog-
nises that long collaboration.”

Professor Marc Feldmann, head of Impe-
rial’s Kennedy Institute of Rheumatology, is
recognised for his discovery of anti-TNF (tu-
mour necrosis factor) treatment for rheuma-
toid arthritis, which has led to a new therapy
used by more than a million patients.

The work of Professor Feldmann and
his colleague, Sir Ravinder Maini, has led to
the development of new drugs, which have
proved effective in patients previously resist-
ant to freatment, Most importantly, they also
protect the joints from further destruction.
They were awarded the Crafoord Prize in
2000 and the Albert Lasker Award in 2003 for
the development of this new therapy.

Fellowships are given to distinguished
scientists by the Royal Society in recogni-
tion of *contributions to science, both in
fundamental research resulting in greater
understanding, and also in leading and direct-
ing scientific and technological progress in
industry and research establishments’.

Jan Chieblk
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IN BRIEF

Hand wins Wolfson award

Professor David Hand, Departient of Math-
ematics, has been awarded a Wolfson Merit
Award by the Royal Society. The gmnt,
entitled Pattern discovery theory and meth-
ods, runs until 31 March 2011. The primary
aim of the Royal Society Wolfson Research
Merit Award scheme is to enable UK
unijversities to attract and relain respected
scientists of *outstanding achievement and
potential’. David joined the Department

in 1999 and is currently Head of the Statis-
tics Section. In 2005 he was seconded to the
Institute for Mathematical Sciences, where
he now leads the programme in Mathemat-
ics for Banking and Finance.

Professor becomes non-exec

Professor Richard Kitney OBE, Dean of
the Faculty of Engineering and Professor.of
Biomedical Systems Engineering, has been
appointed as a non-executive director of
Chelsea and Westminster, Healthcare NHS
Trust. Professor, Kitney is one of the feading
UK authorities on the use of information
technology in healthcare. The Chelsea and
Westminster, is a major user of-!T, from
simuiation techniques in medical tmining to
texting test resulis direct to patients via their
mobile phones.

New Head In Medicine Faculty

Professor Charles Pusey, has been appointed
Head of Postgraduate Medicine for the
Faculty. He will be responsible for leading
the Faculty’s activity related to postgradu-
ale medicine, particularly clinical academic
training programmes. Charles Pusey is
Professor of Medicine and Consultant Renal
Physician and R&D Director of the Ham-
mersmith Hospitals Trust.

Bright idea nominated in Europe
Research carmried out by Professor Donal
Bradley, Head of Physics, was recognised
with & nomination in the first European
Inventor of the Year awards this month.
Professor Bradley received the nomination
for his invention of polymer light emitting
diodes (PLEDs), a technology based on his
discovery that certain plastics can be made
to emit light. It is this kind of innovation
that the awards, launched by the European
Commission and European Patent Office,
are designed to reward and promote. Despite
not being succesful this time, Professor
Bradley said: “It’s an honour to be nomi-
nated for this prestigions award along with
my cotleagues Richard Friend and Jeremy
Burroughes. Europe’s global competitive-
ness very much depends on encouraging
inventors to run with their ideas.”

Travel abroad award

Mansoor Ansari, a PhD student in the
Department of Chemical Engineering and
Chemical Technology, has won a Particle
Technology Subject Group bursary from
the Institution of Chemical Engineers to
attend the World Congress on Particle
Technology in Orlando, Florida. The student
trave] bursary competition aims to promote
research excellence in the field and to
enable cutstanding PhD students to make
study visits overseas. Mansoor explained:
“My objective is to develop an analytical
appioach to produce ‘designer granules’ in
binder granulation process—a vital process-
g step in chemical, food and pharmaceuti-
cal industries.”




Bottoms up for Prince’s Gardens restoration!

Abigail Smith Communications

IMPERIAL’S vision to restore Prince’s Gar-
dens marked a major milestone this month
with the ‘bottoming out’ of new student ac-
commodation.

The event celebrates the start of work on
the new Southside halls of residence and is a
variation on a construction industry tradition,
explained the Rector:

“It’s traditional in the building industry,
when a building has gone up and the structure
is completed, to have a topping out ceremony.
But this is right at the beginning of the
project, were coming out of the ground, so
it’s a bottoming out ceremony.”

The event was marked with the sealing
of a time capsule that will be embedded in

The Rector sealed a time capsule that won t
see the light of day again for 100 years at this
month’ ‘bottoming out'ceremony at the new
Southside halls of residence.

the wall of the new building to be opened in
100 years’ time. Included are items that give
a snapshot of life at Imperial in the early
twenty-first century, donated by two members
of staff who won a competition to choose the
contents.

Dr Nicholas Cinosi of the Department of
Mechanical Engineering decided to be im-
mortalised through a selection of emails from
his inbox, including a note about a broken
computer, a reminder to renew library books,
an electronic plane ticket and confirmation of
a successful eBay bid.

The second winner, Colin Grimshaw of
Media Services, chose a series of DVDs illus-
trating life at the College, such as graduation
ceremony footage, plus recordings relating
to the original Southside, including a sound
recording of its opening by Princess Margaret
in 1963.

“It seemed natural to include events
associated with Southside,” he said. “I took
a walk-around tour of the building the day
before it was handed over to the contractors
so that’s in the capsule too. I just hope that
with the rapid developments in technology,
DVDs and CDs will still be readable in 100
years’ time.”

The replacement for the old Southside
halls of residence, which will provide a range
of high quality accommodation to meet dif- |
ferent needs and budgets, will house its first
students in October 2007.

The new building is part of a scheme to
enhance the environment of Prince’s Gardens,
with the outdated accommodation replaced
by two new buildings that are in keeping with
the original sense of the area. Director of
Estates David Brooks Wilson said:

*“We are aiming to improve the environ-
ment for all its users—our students and staff,
local residents and visitors to this historic part
of London. The end result will be a renewal
of the original gardens with open grassland
and new buildings that complement the sur-
rounding area.”

Playing the game

Alex Platt Editor

A CAREER in the computer games industry
may beckon for Imperial’s computer science
graduates following a games and media event
held last week.

Senior figures from companies including
Sony and Lionhead Studios converged on the
College to persuade students from taking a
job in the City.

The day of talks, presentations and demos
put together by the Department of Comput-
ing explored the role of combuter science and
software engineering, and the opportunities
open to students, in the computer entertain-
ment industries.

Focusing on topics such as artificial intel-
ligence, robotics and building virtual environ-
ments, the event brought together a range of
speakers working within the industry. These
included Peter Molyneux, CEQ of Lion-
head Studios and creator of the ‘God game'’
concept, which gives players control over the
lives of a small population of computerised

people, who shared his vision of the future of
games technology and design.

Ulrich Kadolsky, a postgraduate in bio-
informatics attended the event last year too. -
He said: *“Despite this not being my specific
area of study, I enjoyed the event last year
and was keen to come again. The cross-dis-
ciplinary aspects of the day, including the
discussions on 3D graphics, machine learning
and artificial intelligence, have all been really
interesting. It scems to me that many people
at Imperial have aspirations to get into the
game industry after they graduate, and most
people certainly play them at some point, so
this event was prefty informative and relevant
to most people.”

Also sharing his experience was Impe-
rial lecturer, Maja Pantic, who specialises in
developing technology that allows computers
to understand human facial expressions.

Adrienne Mueller, who is on Imperial’s
MSc conversion Computer Science course,
said: “I have found today really interesting. I
didn’t know events like this took place at the
College. It"s been a good place to see lots of
new things going on and to network if yon’re
into that sort of thing",
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The Queen’s Tower stained
glass windows

For many years, the stained glass windows in
the Queen s Tower were thought to have been
designed by Edward Burne-Jones

THE windows in the lower arches of the
Queen’s Tower were presented to College in
memory of a staff member, Professor Henry
George Plimmer (1856-1918), in 1921. The
windows date from 1890 and possibly came
from Plimmer’s music room at his home in St
John’s Wood. The figures represent art, music
and literature, which were Professor Plim-
mer’s interests,

At the time of their donation, they were
thought to have been made by Edward

Reporter

Three literary quotations appear at the bottom
of the windows:

Dle Zukunft decket The future velis

Schmerzen und Gliicke.  Pains and happinesses.

Schrittweis dem Blicke, Step by step towards
the sight.

Doch ungeschrecket, But undeterred

Dringen wir vorwiirts,  We press forwards.

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe: Loge: Symbolum

La raison triomphe de la mort, et trovaliler pour
elie c'est, travaitler pour 'étemnite.

Reason triumphs over death, and working for
Reason is working for etemity.

Ernest.Renan: Disceurs de Réception &
I'Académie Frangaise

All things of the body are as a river; those of the
soul are a dream and a mist. Life Is but a war,
and the visit of a stranger; Fame is oblivion.
What then has the power to survive? One thing
onfy—love of knowledge.

Marcus Aurelius: Meditations, Book If.

Burne-Jones, a member of the Pre-Raphelite
Brotherhood and designer for Morris and Co.,
the company Burne-Jones and William Mor-
ris founded to promote the Arts and Crafts
movement. However, they are now thought
to be by an artist from the circle of Henry
Holtiday and to have been made by Powells
of Whitefriars.

Plimmer represents an early link between
the histories of St Mary’s Hospital Medi-
cal School and Imperial. He held a lecture-
ship in pathology at St Mary’s from 1898 to
1902 and then became director of the cancer

_ laboratories at the Lister Institute until his

appointment to a new chair of comparative
pathology at Imperial College in 1915, where
he became renowned for his lectures on im-
munology.

The frames were made especially for the
windows by the College carpentry workshop
and were installed for the St Mary’s and
Imperial merger exhibition in 1988 and were
shown to advantage in the Queen’s Tower
illumination ceremony in 1989.

The Faculty of Naiural Sciences celebrated the arrival of Professor Fotis Kafatos (pictured here
with Nathan Richardson, lefi, and Peter Dukes from the MRC) and his research fteam last week
with an afternoon of scientific talks. Professor Kafaios gave an inspirational insight into his
ploneering research career, most recently using molecular biology and innate immunity to revo-
lutionise malaria research. The afterncon closed with a lecture from Prafessor Alan Ezekowitz,
Harvard University, who paid tribute to Professor Kafatos ' international scientific leadership.
Look out for A word with... Professor Kafatos coming soon.

Record total for telethon

Rosalind Griffin Office of Alumni and
Development

EACH year, the Office of Alumni and Devel-
opment runs two eight-week long telethons,
contacting alummni by letter and telephone to
raise money for the Student Opportunities
Fund (SOF).

This year’s telethons have raised more

than ever before. Alumni have demonstrated
an overwhelming level of support and over
£130,000 has been received in gifts, which
will go straight to supporting the fund. More
than 500 new donors to the College have
been attracted this year, as well as 250 people
who have been encouraged enough to make
another donation.

The Student Opportunities Fund is a

College-wide scholarship fund providing
support for those students who need it most,
many of whom would not have been able
to consider taking up their place at Imperial
without the scholarship. Over the last three
years the SOF has supported 22 undergradu-
ate and postgraduate students studying a wide
variety of subjects. From the next academic
year even more undergraduate scholarships
will be offered in order to attract increasing
numbers of talented applicants.

This is just one of the ways in which

forimer students of the College can directly
help current and future students. As part of
the College’s centenary year, alumni will

be asked to consider making a gift to one of
three areas: student support, the library and
the Imperial College Union refurbishment.
Donations from alumni and staff are extreme-
ly important to the College and it is encourag-
ing to see the increase in support each year.
() For more information visit: www.impe-
rial.ac.uk/alumni/supporting/sof or email
supporting(@imperial.ac.uk
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From Mendel to the Maldives

Tony Stephenson Communications

LEANNE Bellamy, a fifth year medical stu-
dent, has been awarded the George Mende!
medal as Britain’s top young researcher in
bioscience at the SET (Science, Technology
and Engineering) Young Researchers Day.
She also scooped the top prize of £5,000
which she intends to spend on a trip to the
Maldives.

Leanne won the award for her research,
which looks at how pre-eclampsia in pregnant
women can leave them at an increased risk of
cardiovascular disease later in life.

“Qur research showed pregnant women
with pre-eclampsia carried a significantly
increased risk of cardiovascular disease. With
70,000 women affected by pre-eclampsia in
the UK each year, this could be a significant
cause of ill health and potential mortality for
large numbers of women,” said Leanne.

Pre-eclampsia is a complication which
can oceur in pregnancy, affecting one in
10 women. It is caused by a defect in the
placenta, which joins mother and baby and

supplies the baby with nutrients and oxygen
from the mother’s blood. This can cause low
birth weight and other problems for the baby.

Despite the numbers who could potential-
ly be affected, there are currently no systems
in place to monitor how pre-eclampsia could
affect health in later life.

“We would like to see the government
introduce a surveillance scheme to monitor
women at risk. This could prove of enormous
significance, reducing not only the burden of
cardiovascular disease to the NHS, but also
helping women to take responsibility for their
own health”, added Leanne.

Leanne began the project as part of her
BSc, under the supervision of Dr David
Williams, whom she describes as a “brilliant
supervisor”, having enjoyed a placement
working in obstetrics and gynaecology, and
winning the medal for the subject in her year.

She was attracted to this area as she is
keen to do academic medicine, enjoying the
mixture of patient care and research, citing
the importance of patient-led research that

Leanne Bellamy is going to treat herself to a well earned holiday with the prize money from winning

the George Mendel medal

provides direct benefits.

Leanne chose Imperial, as she wanted to
work somewhere more “exuberant” than her
home town of Torquay, describing Imperial
as “a wonderful place” and being awed by
the Sir Alexander Fleming building upon first
seeing it.

Professor Stephen Smith, Principal of
the Faculty of Medicine commented on the

award saying: “Leanne’s work is incredibly
innovative yet simple, and could make a huge
difference to many people. Academic medi-
cine has an increasingly important role to
play in providing for the health and wealth of
the nation, and young researchers like Leanne
are going to be essential in helping the UK to
remain at the forefront at scientific and medi-
cal research.”

Jolly good fellows

Wendy Raeside Communications

THIS year’s distinguished academics to be
elected to Fellowship of Imperial College
London have been announced. They will be
formally admitted by the Chairman at the
Postgraduate Awards Ceremony on Wednes-
day 31 May in the Royal Albert Hall.

Professor Sir John Lawton
Professor Sir
John Lawton
is one of the
world’s most
distinguished
environmental
scientists and
an outstand-
ing scientific
administrator, i
He has had an extraordinary influence in both
ecology and environmental science.

Sir John, the most cited environmental
biologist in Europe, was elected to the Royal
Society in 1989 and has received numerous
prizes including the Gold Medal of the British
Ecological Society in 1987, the Ecology Insti-
tute Prize in 1996 and the Japan Prize in 2004.

He is currently chair of the Royal Com-
mission on Environmental Pollution and
President of the British Ecological Society.
For his services to science, scientific adminis-
tration and conservation, he was created CBE
in 1997 and knighted in 2005.

Professor Frank Leppington
Professor Frank —
Leppington, has
had a long and
distinguished
career at Impe-
rial. He joined
the Mathemat-
ics Department
in 1964 as

an Assistant
Lecturer and
completed 40 years’ service before retiring

in 2004, a

Professor Leppington’s courses were
always popular with students and he was one
of the first in' Mathematics to receive the Col-
lege’s Excellence in Teaching Award.

He was Principal of the Faculty of Physi-
cal Sciences from 2002 to 2004 and Acting
Principal of the Faculty of Engineering in
2004.

Sir Christopher 0’Donnell

Sir Christopher

O’Donnell

is currently

Chief Execu-

tive of Smith

& Nephew

Plc, one of the

country’s top

100 companies.
Sir Chris-

topher graduated from Imperial in 1968 with
an Honours degree in Mechanical Engineer-
ing and began his career working for Davy
Ashmore, setting up steel mills. In 1972,

he moved to Vickers, and joined Smith &
Nephew in 1988, becoming Chief Executive
in 1997.

Sir Christopher is a member of the
Institution of Mechanical Engineers and a
Chartered Engineer. In 2003, he was knighted
in the Queen’s Birthday Honours for services
to the medical devices industry,

Sir Christopher retains his close links
with Imperial. He helped develop the Centre
for Biological and Medical Systems (now
the Department of Bioengineering), in which
Smith & Nephew has funded research worth
£1 million and a number of studentships.

Dr Mark Walport
Dr Mark
Walport was
appointed as
Director of the
Welleome Trust
in June 2003.
He heads
one of the
world’s largest
biomedical
research charities, which spends some £400
million each year in pursuit of its mission to
foster and promote research with the aim of
improving human and animal health, Before
joining the Trust, he was Professor of Medi-
cine and Head of the Division of Medicine at
Imperial, where he led a research team that

focused on the immunology and genetics

of rheumatic diseases. He was appointed a
member of the Council for Science and Tech-
nology in 2004.

Professor Victor Wynn
Professor Vic-
tor Wynn is
Chairman of
the Atheroscle-
rosis Research
Trust and the
Heart Disease
and Diabetes
Research Trust.

His career
began in 1950, when he came to St Mary's
Hospital Medical School as a Nuffield post-
doctoral Fellow. Initially, he worked in the
Department of Surgery, but his unit rapidly
expanded and he moved to the Department of
Chemical Pathology.

Professer Wynn recognised the impor-
tance of quantitative methods in medical
research, resulting in one of the world’s first
metabolic medicine departments. He was
also instrumental in the purchase of the Mint
Wing stables, an invaluable asset for both St
Mary’s Hospital and the College.

Following retirement from the Medical
School in 1986, Professor Wynn founded the
Cavendish Clinic to continue his research
interests in heart disease and diabetes. He es-
tablished the Heart Disease and Diabetes Re-
search Trust and the Atherosclerosis Research
Trust, which have contributed £15 million to
research in heart disease and diabetes.

Media mentions

Abigail Smith Communications

Now you see me, now you don’t
Invisibility cloaks may no longer be con-
fined to the world of Harry Potter, thanks to
work carried out by researchers at Sydney
University. The team has found that they can
make certain objects vanish by placing them
close to a material called a superlens, which
effectively erases the light bouncing off the
object. Professor Sir John Pendry, Physics,
who invented superienses, tells The Guardian
(03.05.06) the technology has great potential
for hiding objects from radar. *“The secret

is having the cloak itself be invisible and if

you can do that cheaply and efficiently and it
doesn’t need to be metres thick, it would be
extremely valuable for stealth,” he says. “The
military is extremely interested in this.”

Diseases the world forgot

Governments of wealthy, industrialised coun-
tries need to take a broader view of the health
challenges facing sub-Saharan Africa, writes
Alan Fenwick, Epidemiology, Public Health
and Primary Care, in a letter to The Independ-
ent (16.05.06). Arguing that G8 governments
should make tackling tropical diseases such
as schistosomiasis, elephantiasis and river
blindness a high priority, he says: *With

the realisation that they are responsible for
massive disability in sub-Saharan Africa,

and elsewhere in the developing world, a
community of tropical disease specialists has
identified the neglected tropical diseases as a
fourth member of an unholy alliance, together
with ‘the big three’ diseases—HIV/AIDS,
malaria and tuberculosis.”

Can’t get the staff?

Recruiting top quality staff is becoming more
difficult for business schools, according to The
Independent (11.05.06), which suggests that a
shortage of people with business-related PhDs
could be partially to blame. Imperial’s solution
to this is to narrow its focus to recruit teachers
with specific business specialisms that relate
to engineering, medicine and mathematics,
according to David Begg, Principal of Tanaka

Business School. He adds: “Businéss schools
are getting more like football clubs. Global
competition has driven up prices.”

Evidence of monster meteorite unearthed
A football sized chunk of a several kilometre
wide meteorite discovered in South Africa

is an exceptional find for scientists, reports
Nature (10.05.06), because monster space
rocks usually break up into little more than
pebbles when entering Earth’s atmosphere.
Explaining that smaller meteorites can sur-
vive intact because the Earth’s atmosphere
decelerates them, Phil Bland, Earth Science
and Engineering says: “The big guys have so
much mass they don’t really feel the Earth’s
atmosphere at all.”



Reporter

A day in the

life of...

Etaine Holmes, Reader in Biological Chem-
istry, has worked at Imperial for seven years
and describes the best thing about her job as
getting results, She said: “By far the most sat-
isfying aspect of my work is helping students
and post-docs get good and useabie results.
It makes the iong hours spent in the lab worth
it!” Originally trained as a biologist, Elaine
undertook a PhD in Chemistry and now works
in metabonomics, which combines a knowl-
edge of biochemistry with analytical spectros-
copy and multivariate statistics. The students
working in the laboratory come from varied
backgrounds spanning biology, chemistry,
mathematics and even astronomy.

Reporter’s Alex Platt went to meet her to find
out about a typical day in her working life.

8.00 Elaine catches the bus to the College
and spends the first hour of her day checking
and responding to her emails, as this tends to
be the only reasonably quiet part of her day.

9.00 Elaine's first appointment of the day

is a meeting with a post-doc to look at their
results. This particular student js studying
neurodegeneration, as part of a project on
newrological disorders. Elaine spends time
looking at the results gained from studying
blood samples analysed by one of the lab's
four 600 MHz NMR spectrometers. She said:
“[ find supporting students as they begin
their research careers really rewarding. The
interaction lets me see things with fresh eyes,
It‘s a big part of my job, as I'll oversee about
10 PhiD> students each year.”

12.00 Lunch is a sandwich at her desk and
another chance to catch up on email corre-
spondence.

13.00 Conference calls with various uni-
versities and pharmaceutical companies are
a regular occurrence. This afiernoon Elaine
takes part in a call to discuss the organisation
of a conference in America in which she will
showcase some of her most recent work.

14.00 About a third of Elaine’s time at work
is spent travelling. She said: “Today I'm mak-
ing travel arrangements to go to a conference
in Sweden. I usually end up in Europe or
America. it might sound glamorous, but the
majority of the time I see the inside of an

The best thing about Elaine Holmes'job is
getting results.

14.30 Elaine spends time preparing for
the conference. She is pulling together a
presentation on the role of metabonomics
in systems biology this time and will often
spend her evenings putting the finishing
touches to a presentation.

15.30 Several medical depariments at the
College regularly collzborate with Elaine and
her colleagues. This afternoon she spends
some time in discussion with some visiting
medical students bringing them up to speed
on a project, which is aiming to establish why
blood pressure and cardiovascular disease
differ in individuals in different societies, by
investigating gene-environment interactions.

17.00 Elaine spends the final part of her day
preparing for an occasional course that she
teaches to PhD students. She said: “I enjoy
having the chance to lecture occasionally. The
particular course I'm working on at the mo-
ment is to train PhD students in the general
applications based around chemometrics.”

19.00 Elaine finally heads home for the
day. She said: “Long days aren’t uncommon
and often when I get home I'll end up tying
up a few loose ends from the day. Although
recently I've been helping my daughter with
her GCSE chemistry homework—she says
she wants to be a journalist when she grows
up after waiching her mother put in the long
hours as a scientist! Spending long hours

at work means you get to know the people
you’re working with extremely well and
['m happy 1o say many of them are now my

Peter Gitlings Communications

WITH the ‘bottoming out’ ceremony of the
new student accommodation taking place
last week, you may find the Prince’s Gardens
restoration pages on Spectrum interesting.

The website contains a photo gallery,
documenting the building work from demoli-
tion to the present, a full summary of the res-
toration plans and a list of frequently asked
questions about the project.

You can also go back in time to 1963
to see information and pictures of the
opening of the old Southside halls of
residence by Princess Margaret and listen to

former Rector, Sir Patrick Linstead’s, opening

ceremony speech.
T www.imperial.ac.uk/princesgardens

Visit the Prince s Gardens restoration page on
Spectrum to follow the progress of the building
of the new studenits ' halls of residence

Reunite to communicate science

Heather Campbell Office of Alumni and
Development

THE Office of Alumni and Development
{OAD) has launched its annual alumni
reunion programme with the 2006 Alumni
Reunion, which will take place on Saturday
16 September on the South Kensington Cam-
pus. The event will welcome back alumni

Will these Imperial students leaving Beit Quad

who graduated any number of decades ago to
celebrate their landmark anniversaries.

The theme for this year’s reunion is Com-
municating Science and will incorporate a
wide range of flexible activities. The day will
begin with a welcome from the Rector, fol-
lowed by keynote speaker, Professor Robert
Winston, who will entertain alumni and their
guests on the subject of Can we trust the
scientists?

After a buffet lunch, alumni will be
encouraged to participate in various after-
noon activities from lectures to museum
and campus tours. The event will close with
a dinner, which will provide a wonderful
opportunity for alumni to catch up with old
classmates and reminisce about their student
days. Family orientated activities have also
been included in the programme of events to
accommodate alumni who want to bring their
children along,

With alumni from all disciplines invited
back to the College for the reunion, the OAD
is looking to work with departments around
the College and encourage them to open their
doors and welcome back their former stu-
dents. Bookings received so far have shown
a significant interest in alumni wanting to
tour their former departments and be brought
up to speed on the news of the College. The
OAD will be contacting individual depart-
ments over the next few weeks to investigate
how this can be best achieved.

(D For more information about the 2006
Alumnni Reunion visit www.imperial.ac.uk/

airport, a hotel and then a conference room!” friends, as well as my colleagues.” in 1973 return for the first alumni reunion? alumni/events/reunions.
: . o~ . A
Monday 12 June 17;30 ac.uk with your department and CID Notlceboard ] Reporteris published every
Professor Ferri M.H. Aliabadi (Aeronautics)  to attend. oy three weeks during term
%zt:l i-ﬁh;r;‘;l;:l::!:i ;‘luxley Building Tuesday 6 June 1130 Fime. T:: Folp:l\{ :eadl’ine for
- : Imperial as One roadshow—~Promoting Ty B ISSUE 100 35 Friday 2 june.
Professor Geoffrey Maitland (Chemical o] Rt s [ R i ‘ﬁk‘: Publication date is 14 June.

Wednesday 31 May

Posigraduate Awards Ceremonies (by
invitation only)

11.30 Engineering, Tanaka Business
School, CASLAT

15.15 Natural Sciences, Humanities,
Medicine

Royal Albert Hall with receptions on
campus .

Lectures and seminars

Inaugural lectures

Thursday 8 June 17.00

Professor Dominic Wells (Neurosciences
and Mental Health)

DPrewe Lecture Theatre, Chating Cross
Campus

Engineenng and Chemical Technology)
Clore Lecture Theatre, Huxley Building
Wednesday 14 June 17:30

Professor Michele Dougherty (Physics)
Blackett Lecture Theatre 1, Department
of Physics

Friday 2 June 17.30
Graduate Schools’ June Event—Don ¥
Try This at Home: A Guided Tour of

the Periodic Table

For postgraduate students, Chemistry dem-
onstration show by Dr Hal Sosabowsks,
School of Pharmacology and Bimolecular
Sciences, University of Brighton.

() Email graduate.schools@imperial.

Rudi Page, Christine Yates and Imperial As
One BME members from across the Col-
lege. Old Library, Silwood Park Campus

Tuesday 6 June 12.00

Wardening at Imperial

Room 2017, Level 2, Skempton Building
Email s.karam{@imperizl,ac.uk to attend.

Art and music

7-23 June

Fine ant exhibition of winning work from
Imperial staff and students

Art Competition Exhibition

Blyth Gallery, Level 5 Sherfield Building,

(I!' Events are at South Kensington Campus unless otherwise stated.
Visit www.imperial.ac.uk/events for a full listing of events at Imperial. Email
events@imperial.ac.uk to subscribe to the Events E-Bulletin.

Statistical Advisory Service

The Statistical Advisory Service (SAS)
is available for any siatistical queries
that you may have, including advice
on study/questionnaire design, assist-
ance with grant and ethics committee
applications and advice on getting
research published. It exists to enhance
the quality of research with the Coilege
and charges are heavily subsidised
when compared with the Full Eco-
nomic Costing (FEC) system.

(' The SAS also runs courses in sta-
tistics. Visit www.imperial.nc.uk/stath-
elp for more information.

I For other enquiries email
stat_help@imperial.ac.uk or call
020 7554 3856.
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